PARSHAS B AMIDBAR , 2014

Agudas Yisroel Anshei Kielce

Zmanim
Early Mincha/Kabbalas Shabbos: 6:55 pm
Candle Lighting: 8:26 pm
Mincha/Kabbalas Shabbos: 8:30 pm
Shacharis: 8:45 am
Pirkei Avos Shiur: 7:25 pm
Mincha: 8:15 pm
Maariv/Motzei Shabbos: 9:30 pm
Motzei Shabbos Rabbeinu Tam: 9:57 pm
Parshas Bechukosai
Adapted from Rabbi Chaim Dovid Green

The Dubno Maggid was famous for answering all questions with a mashal. Even when he was asked why
he always answered with parables! Here is the answer
he gave. "Truth was walking about town but everyone
was scared to look at him. Wherever he went, people screamed and ran away because he was completely
naked! Along came his friend named Parable who told
Truth that if he wanted to be accepted, he would offer
him a suit of clothing. That is what happened. Parable
gave Truth a suit so people woild be more comfortable in
his presence." The Maggid was once asked why there is a
need for the two Jewish Holidays of Simchas Torah and
Shavuos as they seem to have the same function. Why
don’t we condense them into one grand Holiday? He answered with one of his most famous stories. Once there
was a King and Queen who were without children for
many years. In desperation they visited an old wise man
who gave them a potent blessing with one caution attached. If the child would be a girl, no man must see her
until her wedding day, lest she die! When the Queen gave
birth to a baby girl a secluded island was prepared for the
Princess to live on where she would be raised in the finest
royal style with all female educators. When the Princess
came of age, the King approached a handsome nobleman
and offered his daughters hand in marriage. "Sure" was
the response, "let’s meet her!" After the King explained
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that his daughter was not to be seen before the wedding
day, the nobleman declined. Time after time the King was
confronted with the same frustrating reaction. "Let’s see
her!" "If not, then how do I know what I’m getting myself into?" Finally, the last worthy man told the King that
he was greatly honored by the offer. If the princess had
the attributes of her royal parents then he would be delighted to marry her even without seeing her till the wedding day. A date was set and the whole world was invited
to the celebration. Everyone came to dance and rejoice.
A marvelous time was had by all...except the groom! He
was overcome with anxiety. He had hidden his inner fears
over not having even met his bride. Even after the wedding he remained apprehensive. He anticipated that, although she was beautiful, somehow her ugly side would
eventually surface. After months of happy marriage, he
came to appreciate more and more profoundly, her wonder, beauty, charm and wisdom. Each day another wondrous facet was revealed. The Prince then became upset
that he had withheld himself from joyful expression at
his own wedding. He approached the King and admitted
that although now he was delighted beyond measure, at
the time of the wedding he had been filled with inner turmoil. A decision was made that a new party would be arranged. All the guests would be invited back but this time
only one person, the Prince himself, would dance to express his supernal delight. The Dubno Maggid explained
that when the Torah was offered to the world there were
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questions about it’s contents. However, when the Jewish
nation was given it’s turn to answer, there was a clear
consensus that they were committed to do even before
understanding all it contained. The goal, though, of total
trust was not yet complete. The mind can know what the
heart cannot yet accept. After living with Torah and experiencing what King Solomon described as "All it’s ways
are pleasant and all it’s paths are peace" (Mishlay), then
the Jewish nation is ready on Simchas Torah to express
intense joy over The Almighty’s precious gift. A great
Rabbi asked a group of his students who were preparing for marriage, "On what do you base your marriage?"
They unanimously agreed, "On love and understanding!"
The Rabbi corrected them saying that although their sentiments are correct, they would not be able to build a
marriage on love and understanding because they as yet

neither loved nor understood their respective brides. Love
is something that grows with understanding and the experience of sharing. Love and understanding are goals,
not basis. The foundation of a marriage is a total and absolute commitment to arrive at the mountain peak of love
and understanding. Similarly, the basis of our relationship with the Ribono Shel Olam is in this awesome initial step: to act...to learn...perchance to understand and
therefore love. Sinai was a mountain of commitment, aspiring to an ocean of deep love and profound understanding. As the entire Oak tree resides in the acorn, so is the
whole of Jewish destiny in the seed of that initial commitment from which we can continuously grow and to which
is constantly referred to as a wedding day!
Good Shabbos

PLEASE NOTE THAT DUE TO THE RECENT FLOODING
KIDDUSH & SEUDAS SHLISHIS WILL TAKE PLACE UPSTAIRS.
WE APOLOGIZE FOR ANY INCONVENIENCE.
This week’s kiddush is sponsored by some of the younger members
of the shul & by an anonymous sponsor.
Mazel Tov to Rabbi & Mrs. Kaufman and Mr. & Mrs. Aryeh on the engagement of their son
and grandson, Moshe to Rivka Wassner of Flatbush, New York.
Mazal Tov to Abe & Vera Rzepkowitz on the birth of a grandson.
The kid’s program will take place downstairs this week.
The Rav’s Pirkei Avos Shiur will take place at 7:25 pm this week.
The cholim list is being updated for Chodesh Sivan. If you would like to submit a name to
the cholim list please email gabbai@agudahsouth.com or contact one of the gabbaim.
The renovation work has begun in the basement of the shul.
Please exercise caution when downstairs
and watch for sharp edges, taped areas, wet paint etc.
IF THERE IS ANY PLASTIC COVERING PLEASE DO NOT TEAR OR REMOVE THE PLASTIC.
The Sunday Morning Shiur & Discussion will take place at 8:45 am.
Weekday Schedule
Shacharis
Mincha
Sunday: 8:00 am
8:35 pm
Monday & Thursday: 7:00 am & 7:55 am
Maariv
Tues., Wed. & Fri.: 7:00 am & 8:00 am
9:00 pm
Daf Yomi with Rabbi Kaufman: 8:00 am (Shabbos), 7:15 am (Sun), 7:40 am (Mon-Fri)
Amud Yomi with Rabbi Rafi Greenspan: 7:20 am (Mon-Fri)
To sponsor Kiddush/Seudas Shlishis contact Leon Jakubovic (kiddush@agudahsouth.com.)
Have a Simcha to announce? Email announcements to mailings@agudahsouth.com.
To subscribe or unsubscribe to this list please email mailings@agudahsouth.com.
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