
PARSHAS VA’ESCHANA, SHABBOS NACHAMU, 2014

Agudas Yisroel Anshei Kielce

Zmanim
Tehillim for Israel: 6:30 pm & 8:00 pm
Early Mincha/Kabbalas Shabbos: 6:45 pm

Candle Lighting: 8:14 pm
Mincha/Kabbalas Shabbos: 8:15 pm

Shacharis: 8:45 am
Pirkei Avos Shiur: 7:10 pm

Mincha/Seudas Shlishis: 8:00 pm
Maariv/Motzei Shabbos: 9:20 pm

Motzei Shabbos Rabbeinu Tam: 9:42 pm

Parshas Va’eschanan
Adapted from Rabbi Yissochor Frand [www.torah.org]

"And you shall not covet your fellow’s wife,
you shall not desire your fellow’s house, his
field, his slave, his maidservant, his ox, his don-
key, or anything that belongs to your fellow"
(5:18)

Perhaps one of the hardest commandments
to understand – let alone fulfill – is Lo Sach-
mod, not to be jealous.

As Ibn Ezra asks (Shemos 20:14), how can
the Torah command us not to feel an emotion
that comes naturally when someone has some-
thing that we would like to have? When the
neighbor redoes his house and builds a pool,
how can a person be expected not to want to
have a pool as well?

Ibn Ezra answers this question through a
parable.

Imagine a commoner who visits the royal
palace. As he is viewing the beautiful grounds,
he sees the princess step outside in her royal
garments. Though struck by her beauty, does he

think for a moment, I want to marry her?

Most people wouldn’t entertain that thought
for a second. They realize that the king’s daugh-
ter is out of their league. People desire some-
thing that they can conceivably have, not some-
thing that is totally out of reach.

The same should hold true for someone else’s
possessions, says Ibn Ezra. We should train our-
selves to realize that since Hashem gave the
pool to the neighbor, it is something that He
wants the neighbor to have, not us. As such, it
should not be within the realm of our desires.

The Ibn Ezra’s approach has become the clas-
sical answer to this question, but Rav Simchah
Zissel Brodie derives another explanation from
a Ramban.

The Ramban cites the following Midrash:
The Ten Commandments are all repeated in
Parashas Kedoshim in some form or another. For
instance, the verse, "Ani Hashem Elokeichem"
(Vayikra 19:3) corresponds to the first com-
mandment, and "Veilokei maseichah lo sa’asu
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lachem – and molten gods shall you not make
for yourself" (ibid. v. 4) corresponds to the sec-
ond commandment.

The parallel to Lo Sachmod, says Ramban
cryptically, is "Ve’ahavta lerei’acha kamocha –
Love your fellow as yourself" (ibid. v. 18).

Rav Simchah Zissel explains the correlation
between the two.

Did you ever hear a father or mother wish
that their children would have less material pos-
sessions just because they had less when they
were at the same stage in life? No. Parents are

thrilled when their children have more than
they did. Why? Because they love their children
as much as they love themselves – if not more
– so they are happy when their children can af-
ford anything they want.

If we would truly fulfill ve’ahavta lerei’acha
kamocha and love every Jew as we love our-
selves, says Rav Simchah Zissel, we wouldn’t
feel jealous of them for owning possessions that
we cannot afford. We would be happy for them,
just as we are happy when our own children
have more than we do.

Good Shabbos

This week’s Kiddush is sponsored by:
Rabbi & Mrs. Kaufman in honour of the aufruf of their son Moshe.

Mazel Tov to Rabbi & Mrs. Kaufman and Mr. & Mrs. Aryeh and the entire Kaufman family.
Mazel Tov to Yaakov & Beatrice Herzog on the birth of a grandson.

The kids’ program will take place downstairs this week.

The Rav’s Pirkei Avos Shiur will take place at 7:10 pm.

The guest speaker for Seudas Shlishis will be Rabbi Dovid Eliyahu Kaufman,
Rav of Congregation Ohav Emeth in Hyland Park, New Jersey.

The Sunday Morning Discussion will take place following Shacharis at 8:45 am.

If you would like to submit a name to the cholim list
please email gabbai@agudahsouth.com or contact one of the gabbaim.

Weekday ScheduleShacharis
Sunday: 8:00 am

Monday & Thursday: 7:00 am & 7:55 am
Tues., Wed. & Fri.: 7:00 am & 8:00 am

Mincha
8:15 pm
Maariv
8:35 pm

Daf Yomi with Rabbi Kaufman: 8:00 am (Shabbos), 7:15 am (Sun), 7:40 am (Mon-Fri)
Amud Yomi with Rabbi Rafi Greenspan: 7:20 am (Mon-Fri)

To sponsor Kiddush/Seudas Shlishis contact Leon Jakubovic (kiddush@agudahsouth.com.)
Have a Simcha to announce? Email announcements to mailings@agudahsouth.com.

To subscribe or unsubscribe to this list please email mailings@agudahsouth.com.

Join our Kehillah today!
To find out more about memberships,

associate memberships, & other
sponsorship opportunities please

email mailings@agudahsouth.com.

Reserve a Locker
As part of the ongoing efforts to enhance the shul and

renovation of the social hall we are planning on
replacing the lockers in the basement.

Lockers will be available to all members on a first come
first serve basis for a $40 annual fee.

If you are interested in reserving a locker please email
mailings@agudahsouth.com.
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