PARSHAS T ERUMAH , 2015

Agudas Yisroel Anshei Kielce

Zmanim
Candle Lighting: 5:36 pm
Mincha/Kabbalas Shabbos: 5:40 pm
Shacharis: 8:45 am
Rav’s Hilchos Shabbos Shiur: 4:55 pm
Mincha/Seudas Shlishis: 5:25 pm
Maariv/Motzei Shabbos: 6:40 pm
Motzei Shabbos Rabbeinu Tam: 7:07 pm
Parshas Terumah

Adapted from Rabbi Berel Wein [www.torah.org]

Purim - Don’t Lose Hope
The current spate of anti-Semitic media cartoons, op-eds and boycott movements serve to
remind us that Amalek is alive and thriving as
usual. There was a short period of time a few
decades ago when many Jews were lulled into
thinking that all of this baseless hatred and nastiness was a thing of the past. Even the most
naive among us today realize that this is unfortunately not the case. Therefore, remembering Amalek is a relatively easy commandment
to fulfill today - one need only read the newspaper or listen to the radio or TV or view the
internet to meet Amalek face to face, live and
in person.
How to counteract and deal with Amalek has
been a continuing and never ending problem
throughout Jewish history. Apparently, no satisfactory and permanent solution to the problem has ever been found. Perhaps that in itself
is the basic lesson of the commandment of remembering Amalek. We have to remember that
the problem is constant and continuing and that
it has remained insoluble for millennia.
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We should not be surprised or even overly
discouraged by its sinister presence in our lives
and world today. We must do everything possible to combat it but we should always remember that it is not given to pat solutions or wishful thinking. It is apparently part of the Jewish
condition - our very terms of existence.
The story of Purim is the story of Amalek
contained, but not completely defeated and destroyed. Haman is hydra- headed and has always had disciples and followers. Haman and
his sons were thwarted and hanged but that did
not prove to be much of a deterrent to all of the
Hamans that have followed throughout history.
In terms of the destruction of Jews, Hitler
was far more successful than was Haman having killed six million Jews in five years of hate
and terror. Yet Hitler destroyed Germany completely as well, with far more Germans than
Jews being killed in that terrible and tragic war.
So again, one would think that the lesson of
Amalek would have been learned by now. But
the reality of Amalek is that it defies logic, selfinterest and history and its lessons. Purim is our
only hope in containing Amalek. Purim is al-
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ways hidden, unpredictable, surprising and unexpected. Yet it is also a constant in Jewish life
and history.
The survival of the Jewish people remains
as the miracle of all history and that miracle
is omnipresent in our current world. The existence and accomplishments of the State of Israel is an offshoot of this constant and continuing miracle. Israel and its achievements give
us a sense of Purim every day of the year. The
miracle may not be superficially visible but it is
certainly present and alive.
The Talmud’s statement about the inability
to distinguish between Haman and Mordechai
is indicative of the mystery of Purim. Purim is
not always what it appears to be at first glance.
It is the hidden part of Purim that fascinates and
confuses us. Our salvation is always unexpected

and many times defies any form of human wisdom and expertise.
Purim tells us never to despair or lose hope
regarding our current difficulties and uncertain
future. It is easy to fall into a funk when viewing all of the difficulties that surround us. Purim
preaches to us that such a dark attitude is inconsistent with Jewish faith and Torah values. That
is why the rabbis stated that only Purim is the
only eternal holiday on the Jewish calendar.
We will always need Purim and its message
to continue to function and achieve. For without
Purim present and operative, we fall into fearing that Amalek may yet, God forbid, triumph.
So let us rejoice in the knowledge that Purim
is here with us and all will yet be well for the
nation and people of Mordechai and Esther.
Good Shabbos

** To ensure accurate publication of all announcements and sponsorships,**
**information must be submitted to mailings@agudahsouth.com **
**prior the publication deadline of 10:00 am on Friday morning.**
This week’s kiddush is sponsored by:
Aryah & Faige Lebovic and Avram & Suzy Lebovic in honour of a yahrzeit.
The kids’ program will take place this week beginning at 9:30 am.
The guest speaker for Seudas Shlishis is R’ Dov Bertman.
Seudas Shlishis is sponsored by the shul
The Sunday Morning Shiur in Derech Hashem will take place after Shacharis.
We are updating the cholim list for Chodesh Adar.
If you would like to submit a name to the cholim list please email
gabbai@agudahsouth.com.
Shacharis
Mincha
Weekday Schedule
Sunday: 8:00 am
5:45 pm
Mon. & Thurs.: 7:00 am & 7:55 am
Maariv
Tues., Wed.,& Thurs.: 7:00 am & 8:00 am
6:05 & 8:00 pm
Daf Yomi with Rabbi Kaufman: 8:00 am (Shabbos), 7:15 am (Sun), 7:40 am (Mon-Fri)
Amud Yomi with Rabbi Rafi Greenspan: 7:20 am (Mon-Fri)

Friday Night (FNL)
Please join us for the relaunched Friday Night Learning Program.
Seder: 8:00 pm
Rabbi Kaufman’s Chumash Shiur: 8:30 pm
The Esoteric Commentaries: The Sfas Emes, Ohr Hachaim, etc.
Cholent & Kugel will be served.
This week’s FNL is sponsored by Michael & Mindy Harris.
To sponsor Kiddush/Seudas Shlishis contact Baruch Klein (kiddush@agudahsouth.com.)
Have a Simcha to announce? Email announcements to mailings@agudahsouth.com.

Find our daily schedule at http://www.agudahsouth.com/calendar/
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