PARSHAS S HEMINI /PARSHAS PARAH /M EVARCHIM C HODESH N ISSAN , 2016

Agudas Yisroel Anshei Kielce

Zmanim
Candle Lighting: 7:27 pm
Mincha/Kabbalas Shabbos: 6:10 pm & 7:30 pm
Shacharis: 8:45 am
Hilchos Shabbos Shiur: 7:00 pm
Mincha/SEUDAS SHLISHIS: 7:20 pm
Maariv/Motzei Shabbos: 8:31 pm
Motzei Shabbos Rabbeinu Tam: 8:58 pm
Sunday Shacharis: 8:00 am & 9:00 am
Parshas Shemini

Adapted from Rabbi Yochanan Zweig [www.torah.org]

IT WAS THE BEST OF TIMES ...
"It was on the eighth day..." (9:1)
The erecting of the Tabernacle is introduced with the
expression "vayehi", "vayehi bayom hashemini" -"and it
was on the eighth day", as is the creation of the world,
"vayehi erev vayehi boker" - "and there was evening and
there was morning". Therefore, the Talmud relates that
the day the Tabernacle was erected was as joyous an occasion as the day Hashem created the world. The Talmud
then asks, based upon the accepted tradition that when
an event is preceded by the expression "vayehi" -"and it
was" this intimates impending tragedy, how we can describe the day the Tabernacle was erected as a joyous occasion. The answer offered by the Talmud is that since
Nadav and Avihu, two of Aharon’s sons died on this day,
"vayehi" is the appropriate expression to introduce this
event. How can the word "vayehi" reflect both joyous and
tragic occasions?
The Torah records that Nadav and Avihu brought an
"eish zarah" - "alien fire" into the Holy of Holies, a service
which only the Kohein Gadol was permitted to perform
once a year on Yom Kippur. The Ramban finds it inconceivable that Nadav and Avihu would perform such a blatantly brazen act without authorization, and therefore ofwww.agudahsouth.com
B mailings@agudahsouth.com

fers another interpretation. Nevertheless, the Sifra maintains that they did enter the Holy of Holies. How can the
actions of Nadav and Avihu be explained? Perhaps even
more perplexing is the Tannaic interpretation that Nadav
and Avihu entered the Sanctuary "shisuyei yayin" -"having
imbibed wine". Apparently, they violated the commandment forbidding a person to perform the sacrificial service while inebriated. Moshe Rabbeinu attests to the fact
that Nadav and Avihu were greater than himself and his
brother Aharon; how can this behavior be attributed to
men of such stature?
In Parshas Ki Sisa, Rashi comments that the instructions regarding the erecting of the Tabernacle were transmitted only after the sin of the Golden Calf. The Seforno
explains that the Tabernacle was required to recapture
the spiritual level of the Sinaitic revelation which was
lost due to the sin of the Golden Calf. At Sinai, Bnei Yisroel reached the level of Adam prior to his sin of eating
from the Tree of Knowledge, and the event is described
as the culmination of the creation of the world. After the
sin of the Golden Calf, Bnei Yisroel fell once again to the
level of Adam after his sin. To a certain degree, the building of the Tabernacle was a renewal of the creation of
the world, an opportunity to reclaim the spiritual level of
Sinai. This is reflected by the Talmud’s comparison of the
joy of building the Tabernacle to that of the creation of
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the world.
The number eight Kabbalistically refers to the World
to Come and therefore is used to define the events of the
day of the erecting of the Tabernacle, "bayom hashemini", for on this day a new world order was initiated. Nadav and Avihu’s error was a result of their belief that this
new world order indicated the perfection of the world,
created a utopian society. In a perfect world imperfection does not exist and therefore everything can be used
to serve Hashem at the highest level; no special sanctification or time limitation exists to prevent a person from
entering the Holy of Holies to perform service to Hashem.
However, the building of the Tabernacle marked only the
beginning of the process toward a perfect world, only a
link to the World to Come. Therefore, limitations and imperfections still existed.
The prohibition of performing the sacrificial service
after drinking wine is not because of the possibility of
the Kohein being intoxicated, for the amount which renders a Kohein unfit is far short of the amount necessary
to intoxicate him. Furthermore, according to some Tan-

naic opinions, the prohibition applies only to wine, and
not other intoxicating beverages. Clearly, intoxication is
not the concern. Wine is the symbol of the Tree of Knowledge and wine preserved from the Garden of Eden will
ultimately be served to the righteous during the coming
of Moshiach. Until then, a person is not permitted to serve
Hashem on the highest level after drinking wine. Nadav
and Avihu’s drinking wine prior to their service reflected
their belief that the time of perfection had arrived.
The term "vayehi" reflects both joy and tragedy, for joy
is manifested when a person is aware of his spiritual potential and growth. However, if this potential is utilized
in an inappropriate manner, tragedy results commensurate to the growth which had been possible. Therefore,
joy and tragedy both emanate from the same potential.
The joy of the day, which emanated from the potential
which was available with the beginning of a new world
era turned to tragedy when this potential was misinterpreted.
Good Shabbos

Mazal Tov to Yoni & Malkie Zwebner on the
Bar Mitzvah of their son Avraham.
This week’s kiddush is sponsored by Yoni and Malkie Zwebner in honour of
the Bar Mitzvah of their son Avraham.
The kids’ program will take place downstairs beginning at 9:30 am.
The guest speaker for Seudas Shlishis is Aaron Rappaport.
Seudas Shlishis is sponsored by Alex & Irina Werner in honour of a yahrzeit.
The cholim list is being updated for Chodesh Nissan. If you would like to
submit a name to the cholim list please email gabbai@agudahsouth.com or
contact one of the gabbaim.
Shacharis
Mincha
Weekday Schedule
Sunday: 8:00 am & 9:00 am
7:35 pm
Monday & Thursday: 7:00 am & 7:55 am
Maariv
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday: 7:00 am & 8:00 am
7:55 pm
Daf Yomi with Rabbi Kaufman: 8:00 am (Shabbos), 7:15 am (Sun), 7:40 am (Mon-Fri)
Amud Yomi with Rabbi Rafi Greenspan: 7:20 am (Mon-Fri)
To sponsor Kiddush/Seudas Shlishis contact Baruch Klein (kiddush@agudahsouth.com.)
Have a Simcha to announce? Email announcements to mailings@agudahsouth.com.
To subscribe or unsubscribe to the email bulletin please email mailings@agudahsouth.com.

Friday Night Learning Program (FNL)
The Friday Night learning program will take place this week.
Learning Seder (No shiur): 8:30 pm
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