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Agudas Yisroel Anshei Kielce 
 

ZMANIM FOR PARSHAS  VAYIKRA – PARSHAS HACHODOSH – ROSH CHODOSH NISSAN 
 

Hadlokas Neiros: 7:07 

Mincha Erev Shabbos: 7:10 

 

 

Shacharis: 8:45 

Kids Program: 9:30 

Mincha: 7:00 

Shabbos Ends: 8:11 

Shabbos Ends R"T: 8:38 

Sunday Shacharis: 8:00

Stop Thief! 
Parshas Vayikra 

Rabbi Raymond Beyda  

 
“He called out to Moshe; and Hashem spoke to him from the Tent of 

Meeting saying” (Vayikra 1:1) 

As we enter the month of Nissan we read the opening parashah of the 

third book of the Torah -Vayikra. Rashi explains that Hashem called 

out to Moshe by name as a sign of affection for His prophet. In 

contrast, whenever he communicated with the gentile prophet Bilam -

He did so in a transitory manner. In truth, Moshe our prophet was 

always ready to hear the word of Hashem and so why would his 

prophecy require an invitation to prepare from Hashem? It seems, 

therefore, that even in his lofty state there is a qualitative difference 

between prophecy on the spur of the moment and a communication 

preceded by invitation. 

If this is true of Moshe Rabenu how much more so does it apply to 

us? As the month progresses we get closer to the very special night of 

Pesah. Our sages of Kabbalah reveal that on the Seder night 

wellsprings of knowledge and spiritual emanations are available to 

the Jew celebrating Pesah. This opportunity for a spiritual bonanza is 

predicated on preparation for the night. Just as Moshe commanded 

the Jews to prepare the lamb for the Pesah offering four days before 

its sacrifice so too we must prepare for our Seder well in advance of 

the telling of our history to our children. 

The Maggid MiDubno explains with a parable. There was once a 

thief who had his eye on the cash receipts of a very busy store. The 

store, however, was always full of customers so an open attempt on 

the premises was not the way to achieve his illegal goal. He watched 

daily and noticed that near the end of each business day a young man 

left the store with a fat bag and headed directly to the bank a few 

doors away. But the streets were also too busy for an attempt at 

robbery. 

Then he devised a plan. He went into the fancy men’s shop next door. 

He told the salesman that he needed a suit for his son but did not 

know his son’s size. The salesman suggested that he point out 

someone on the street that resembled the “customer’s” son and he 

would guess the proper size. When the young man passed by the thief 

singled him out. The salesman guessed the size but the “buyer” said 

that he wanted to be sure and so he yelled out to the young man and 

proposed a “favor”. 

“Could you please try on a suit for us? You look like the size of my 

son and it would really help if you could try on my selection so I can 

buy it for him.” 

The reluctant messenger gave in to the pleading man and entered. 

During the try-on he put the bag under his arm as he slipped the other 

arm through the jacket’s sleeve. The thief grabbed the bag and started 

to run. The messenger started in pursuit but was stopped by the 

shopkeeper who demanded that he take off the suit before he left. In 

the hustle and bustle the thief escaped. 

How bad we feel for the poor messenger boy. But remember that boy 

is us. The thief is the Evil Inclination. The bag of cash is the spiritual 

gains we could potentially glean on the Seder night. The “thief” 

wants to prevent our success in such a holy endeavor and so he 

distracts us with all the trappings of the material details of the 

holiday. He keeps us so busy with material concerns in order that we 

fail to prepare for the job at hand. We should study of the details of 

our great salvation. We should prepare for the mitzvah of passing on 

our traditions to our youth on the night designated for that holy task. 

If he is successful – he has grabbed the bag of wealth and left us 

forlorn in our failure to maximize the opportunity. 

Hashem in His kindness opens our month with an alarm. The call to 

Moshe is a call to action to us as well. If Moshe in his greatness 

needed preparation to maximize his prophecy how much more so 

must we work on getting ready for our great opportunity to get closer 

to Hashem. Hear the siren. Yell, “Stop thief!” Prepare for your Seder 

and the key element of it – the retelling of the miraculous salvation 

from the grips of Egypt and freedom from our own Evil Inclination. 
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Praying Makes Scents! 

Rabbi Yaakov Menken  

 
“… and the priest shall offer it in its entirety upon the altar, an 

elevation-offering, by fire, for a ‘pleasing scent’ to G-d.” [1:9] 

The Chidushei HaRim offers an understanding of the sacrifice as a 

‘pleasing scent’ to G-d. He explains that a “Reyach,” or scent, is 

something that is recognized or detected far away. Thus anything that 

one can sense or feel from far off is called a “Reyach.” 

A sacrifice must serve as a messenger of good, meaning that through 

the sacrifice one can immediately sense that good deeds will be done 

henceforth by the one giving the offering. This, says the Chidushei 

HaRim, is the main purpose of a sacrifice – that repentance bring the 

person to better actions in the future. Without that, HaShem, blessed 

be He, has already said, “Why do I need all your sacrifices?” [Isaiah 

1] It is the early indication of future deeds that makes a sacrifice a 

“pleasing scent.”

Today, our prayers serve in place of sacrifices. These too must bring 

us to repentance and prod us to do better actions in the future. Every 

one of us (save angels and those who have never been to synagogue) 

has gone to synagogue and said the words, but has not really gained 

from the experience. “Dry ritual” is not sufficient! Every prayer is an 

opportunity for growth, one that will indicate “good deeds to follow.” 

Let’s not miss that opportunity! 

 

 

 

  

  

Mazel Tov to Mordechai & Erin Jakubovic on the birth of a baby boy! 

 

Mazel Tov to Leon and Malka on the birth of a grandson and to Goldie Richler on the birth of a great grandson! 

May the Bris  IYH be be’ zmano. 

 

The Shalom Zachor will take place IYH tonight at the home of Leon & Malka Jakubovic at 9:00 PM 

60 Dalemount Avenue  

Kiddush this week is sponsored by: 

Shelly Salcman in honor of his grandfathers yortzeit Shmuel Ben Nussen Halevi Salcman,  

and by members of the shul. 

Seudas Shlishis is sponsored by: 

The Shul 

 

The guest speaker for seudas shlishis is Rabbi Moshe Falk 

The cholim list is being updated for Chodesh Nissan. If you would like to submit a name 

to the cholim list please email gabbai@agudahsouth.com or contact one of the gabbaim. 

 

Upcoming Weekday Schedule for Parshas Tzav 

Shacharis 

Sunday: 8:00  

Monday: 7:00 & 7:55 

Tuesday: 7:00 & 8:00 

 Wednesday: 7:00 & 8:00 

Thursday: 7:00 & 7:55 

Friday: 7:00 & 8:00 

 

Mincha 

7:15 pm 

Maariv 

7:35 pm  

 

To sponsor Kiddush/Seudas Shlishis contact Baruch Klein (kiddush@agudahsouth.com.) 

To sign for the bulletin, submit announcements, add names to the cholim list or yahrzeit calendar 

 go to www.agudahsouth.com/mailing-lists, email mailings@agudahsouth.com  or speak to one of the gabbaim. 
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