Parshas Bamidbar / Chag Hashavous, 2018

Agudas Yisroel Anshei Kielce
ZMANIM FOR PARSHAS BAMIDBAR
Early Mincha: 6:50
Plag Hamincha: 7:06
Hadlokas Neiros: 8:21
Mincha Erev Shabbos: 8:25

Shacharis: 8:45
Kids Program only on Shabbos
Mincha: 8:10

Pirkei Avos Shiur: After Mincha
Shabbos Ends: 9:25
Shabbos Ends R"T: 9:52

ZMANIM FOR CHAG HASHAVOUS
Erev Shavous
Mincha (No Shalosh Seudos): 8:10
Pirkei Avos Shiur after Mincha
Shekiya: 8:40
Maariv: 9:25
Hadlokas Neiros (after): 9:25
Hadlokas Neiros R"T (after): 9:52

First Day of Shavous
Alos Hashachar: 4:35
Misheyakir: 4:53
First Shacharis: 5:10
Neitz Hachama: 5:47
Second Shacharis: 8:45
Sof Zman Krias Shma: 9:30
Mincha: 8:25
Shekia:8:41
Maariv: 9:20
Hadlokas Neiros (after): 9:26
Hadlokas Neiros R"T (after): 9:53

Second Day of Shavous
Shacharis (Megilas Rus & Yizkor): 8:45
Mincha - Neilas Hachag: 8:25
Yom Tov Ends: 9:27
Yom Tov Ends R"T: 9:54
Mincha through the rest of week: 8:30

Children – Reason to Live - Parshas Bamidbar / Chag Hashavous - Rabbi Eliyahu Hoffmann
Parshas Bamidbar begins with an extensive census of the
Jewish nation during their second year in the desert. The tribe
of Levi was counted separately from the rest of the nation.
Before counting the tribe of Levi, the Torah lists the children
of Aaron. “These are the names of the sons of Aaron: The
firstborn was Nadav; and Avihu, Elazar, and Issamar… And
Nadav and Avihu died before Hashem, when they offered a
foreign fire before Hashem, and they had no children,” [3:3-5].
Mefarshim (Torah commentators) are bothered by the
seemingly parenthetical interjection that Nadav and Avihu had
no children. How does this relate to their death?
Chazal, our Sages, find in these words a suggestion of the
reason behind their death. “Nadav and Avihu died because
they had no children,” [Vayikra Rabbah 20:9]. Yet doesn’t the
Torah itself state that they died, “because they offered a
foreign fire before Hashem?” And why would their untimely
death not have occurred had they had children?
The Chasam Sofer offers two explanations. Firstly, we find in
Chazal an additional reason for the cause of their death. The
Gemara (Yoma 53a) says that they died, “because they
rendered a halachic decision in the presence of Moshe, their
teacher [without consulting him first].”
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Perhaps, says the Chasam Sofer, these reasons are connected.
There is no greater learning experience than trying to make
mentschen out of our children. As we observe how our
children behave, and see in them different attitudes and
attributes, some of which we like, and some of which we
don’t, it begins to dawn on us that some of the things we most
abhor to see in our children are still found in ourselves. The
more we concentrate on improving our children’s middos
(personalities and characteristics), the more attune we become
to our own behaviour.
Had Nadav and Avihu had children, they would surely have
been sensitive to the great respect a teacher and parent expects
and demands from his children and students. They would have
realized how inappropriate it is to teach in the presence of
one’s teacher. Thus, both reasons lead to the same concept: As
bachelors, they were not endowed with the required
sensitivities, and they came to do other wrongs. Having
children is a responsibility; it makes us more responsible for
our own actions.
It is told that at an advanced age, the Chafetz Chaim zt”l (who
lived into his nineties) decided that he wanted fulfil his
lifelong dream live in Eretz Yisrael. Rabbi Chaim Ozer

Grodzensky, one of Lithuania’s most respected rabbis, came
running to the Chafetz Chaim in protest. “How can you leave
us!” he cried. “We still need you here!”
The Chafetz Chaim responded that at his advanced age, he
was no longer capable of teaching, writing, and distributing
his numerous pamphlets, booklets and sefarim. As such, he
was no longer of any use to the community, and he desired
nothing more than to spend his last years in Eretz Israel.
Reb Chaim Ozer had come prepared for this response. He
related to the Chafetz Chaim an idea of the great ba’al mussar
(teacher of ethics) Rabbi Yisrael Salanter. A parent, when
educating his children, constantly mixes criticism with
encouragement, feedback and rebuke, hopefully steering his
children in the right direction. As we all know, it’s a battle; at
times it seems we never stop criticising and correcting.
When, however, the Zeideh (grandfather), comes to visit, and
he sits himself down at the head of the table, all the children
are miraculously quiet. The Zeideh doesn’t have to yell or
scream. The Zeideh doesn’t have to chastise or rebuke. The
mere presence of the Zeideh is enough to make the children
behave properly.

“Zeideh,” said R’ Chaim Ozer to the Chafetz Chaim, “it
doesn’t matter if you can’t teach or write; we still need you
here at the head of our generation! The Zeideh can’t leave us
to go to Eretz Yisrael!”
Sometimes, says the Chasam Sofer (in his second explanation)
a parent’s time on this world has come. Yet he is allowed to
remain alive in order to be there for his children. After all,
who else is capable of giving chinuch (Torah education) with
the love and care of a parent? True, Nadav and Avihu were
liable to death for having offered a foreign fire before
Hashem. Yet had they had children, they would have been
permitted to remain alive in their merit – for it is not the
children’s fault that their father sinned, and they don’t deserve
to suffer.
Sometimes, when as parents we are most frustrated at having
to deal with our children, it would be valuable to take a
moment to reflect on Nadav and Avihu, who had no children,
and had no merit to continue living. More than any other
mitzvah we do, the children we bring into the world – and
with Hashem’s help give a Torah education – give us an
eternal connection to the Torah and the Jewish nation.

Kiddush on Shabbos is sponsored by:
Rabbi & Mrs. Kaufman in honour of the yahrzeit of Rabbi Kaufman's mother Devorah Gittel Bas Harav Yitzchak Issac Halevi O”H
Yisroel Tzvi & Elaine Weinberg in honour of the yahrzeit of Yisroel Tzvi's mother Alteh Chaya Sarah Bas Chaim Tzvi Aryeh Ha’cohen O”H
Leo & Frances Grunwald in honour of the yahrzeit of Leo's father Yehudah Ben Yaakov O”H
Kiddush on the first day of Shavous is sponsored by:
Tzvi & Tzipporah Perl in honour of yarhzeits.
Daniel & Bruria Frances in honour of the yahrzeit of Daniel's father Yaakov Ben Morenu Harav Eliyahu O”H
Yisroel Tzvi & Elaine Weinberg in honour of the yahrzeit of Yisroel Tzvi's mother.
Leo & Frances Grunwald in honour of the yahrzeit of Leo's father.
Kiddush on the second day of Shavous is sponsored by:
Rabbi & Mrs. Kaufman in honour of the yahrzeit of Rabbi Kaufman's mother.
Yisroel Tzvi & Elaine Weinberg in honour of the yahrzeit of Yisroel Tzvi's mother.
Leo & Frances Grunwald in honour of the yahrzeit of Leo's father.
Tikkun Leil Shavuos refreshments are sponsored by:
Yehuda and Esti Cohen Leilu Nishmas Yehuda’s mother Glickel Chana bas Chaim

There will be an ice cream party in Shul on the first day of Shavous at Kiddush.
Mazel Tov to Aaron & Tova Beracha Freidman on the recent birth of a baby boy.
The Shalom Zachor will be IY”H Friday night at 146 Caribou Road, in the home of Rabbi & Mrs. Chinn.
The Bris will be also there IY”H on sunday at 12:15 PM.
The Shul wishes to extend its condolences to the Rebbetzin Miriam Kaufman, and to the entire Aryeh and Kaufman family, on the passing of her
brother Reb Moshe David Aryeh O”H of Chicago.
Hashem should send them a full measure of Nechama, and may his memory always be a source of comfort and inspiration for the family.
May they only have Simchas in the future.
To sponsor Kiddush/Seudas Shlishis contact Baruch Klein (kiddush@agudahsouth.com.)
To sign for the bulletin, submit announcements, add names to the cholim list or yahrzeit calendar
go to www.agudahsouth.com/mailing-lists, email mailings@agudahsouth.com or speak to one of the gabbaim.
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