Parshas Behar / Bechukosai, 2018

Agudas Yisroel Anshei Kielce
ZMANIM FOR PARSHAS BEHAR / BECHUKOSAI
Early Mincha: 6:45
Plag Hamincha: 7:00
Hadlokas Neiros: 8:13
Mincha Erev Shabbos: 8:15

Shacharis: 8:45
No Kids Program this week
Pirkei Avos Shiur: 7:25

First In Service - Parshas Behar / Bechukosai
The pasuk is the source for the famous ruling regarding
travelers who are left with one flask of water, containing a
sufficient amount for one to make his way to civilization, but
not both of them. R. Akiva rules that the owner of the flask
may drink the water and not share it with his fellow, even
though that will lead inexorably to his death.
“Your own comes first!” has become the slogan of a
generation, zealously observed by many. Few, however
understand it properly.
Chazal praise Moshe’s “chassidus and wisdom” for tending to
the remains of Yosef while the rest of the nation gathered the
gifts proferred by the Egyptians eager to see them leave. They
cite the pasuk “The wise of heart will seize mitzvos, but the
foolish one’s lips will become weary.” This is hard to
understand. Perhaps Moshe’s selflessness in assisting Yosef
can be seen as an act of piety. But what did this have to do
with wisdom? Also, was he in fact the only one fulfilling a
mitzvah? HKBH had specifically requested of them that they
ask their Egyptian neighbors for gifts. Those who enriched
themselves by following Hashem’s instruction were also
seizing mitzvos!
People seem to differ greatly in their responsibility to their
fellow man. We could easily identify those we would consider
to be righteous in this regard, those we would call evil, and
many someplace in between. In truth, however, all that
separates them is a small error about timing.
Most people will profess the belief that every person has a
dual obligation. He must concern himself with his own needs,
and those of his family; he is responsible to his nation, and to
humanity as a whole. Even the worst of people will concede
that this latter concern is implied in his being created in the
image of G-d. To ignore such a responsibility makes one no
better than an animal.
Despite the universal acceptance of such responsibility,
relatively few implement it. The reason for this failure is the
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Mincha: 8:05
Shabbos Ends: 9:17
Shabbos Ends R"T: 9:44
Sunday Shacharis: 8:00

- Rabbi Yitzchok Adlerstein
small error about timing. Most people prioritize their own
needs, arguing that after they are addressed, they will then turn
to helping others. They support this program with the rule with
which we opened this essay. “Your own life comes first!” The
practical result of such thinking, however, is that they never
get to the needs of others, because they never complete the
task of providing for themselves first! At one point does a
person feel that he has done enough for himself and his loved
ones? He always, always finds himself in the midst of a work
in progress.
The truly righteous invert the order. They reason that if they
attend to their obligation towards others first, they will not fail
to make the time to provide for their own needs. Self-interest
will simply not allow them to forget them, or to defer them
indefinitely.
Chazal express this pithily. “The names of the righteous
precede their names; the names of evildoers, however precede
them.” Sometimes, they observe, the Torah uses a formula in
which a name is stated first, e.g. “Naval was his name,” while
at other times the formula is reversed, and the actual name that
the person is called is put in the second position, e.g. “His
name was Boaz.” By “name” they mean the impact the person
leaves on the greater world. The righteous first turn to their
obligations to others and only later return to their own
interests. Evildoers do the opposite.
Thus far we have discussed choosing between two courses of
action, where one is a mitzvah – helping others – while the
other is not – attending to one’s own needs. What should
happen when a person stands at a fork in the road, and both
paths in front of him lead to mitzvos? The Bnei Yisrael in
Egypt found themselves in such a quandary. Two different
mitzvos were dropped into their laps simultaneously: tending
to Yosef’s remains, and plundering Egypt. The latter was
time-sensitive. Egyptian generosity could come to a quick end
– the Egyptians might change their minds. The former could
be addressed any time. Yosef’s bones had been safely stored

for centuries. They weren’t going any place quickly. The
logical choice, we might have said, was to seize the moment,
and fulfil Hashem’s direct command to enrich themselves.
When that exercise would conclude, there would be time
enough to retrieve Yosef.
It would not have happened. Moshe understood – and hence
he is praised for his “wisdom” – that those pursuing Egyptian
wealth would not be able to extricate themselves from this
pursuit. They would constantly tell themselves, “Just one more
bracelet. One more gold bar.” It would never end. By placing
the wealth-producing mitzvah first, they effectively precluded
their participation in the other commandment. By inverting the
order, Moshe could accommodate both. That took wisdom, not
just piety.
We are still puzzled. Whatever the consequences, the fact
remains that a bona fide derashah tells us that the Torah
expects us to put our own needs before those of others!
Our Torah stipulates that agricultural workers cannot be
prevented from eating their fill of the produce with which they
labor. Chazal rule that what the worker eats is unrelated to his
wages. He is entitled to consume far in excess of his actual
wage. One condition, however, must be met. The worker may
not eat the very first fruit or vegetable that he plucks. His first
labor belongs to his employer.

Should we not take note of the message here? What are we, if
not workers for our Master, sent to an earthly expanse, there to
labor on His behalf? Our purpose is not to eat, drink and
enjoy, but to toil for some purpose unique to our personalities
and gifts. Still, Hashem does not frown on our delighting in
the pleasures of this world, in sating ourselves with its
richness. Like the worker that the Torah licenses to eat while
he works, HKBH allows us to take and enjoy far in excess of
our productivity.
One condition, however, needs to be fulfilled. Our first labor
belongs to Him. We can toil for ourselves only after first
working on His behalf!
While the Torah does not ask us to extinguish our sense of self
and our responsibilities to our loved ones, the citation of
“Your life comes first!” has become a distortion, allowing us
to evade all sorts of important things. It should never and can
never interfere with what should be primary in our view of
life. We are here in this life for a purpose, as servants of the
One Who gives us life and all else. Doing our best to serve
Him must remain paramount.

Kiddush this week is sponsored by:
Members of the Shul in honor of Yom Yerushalayim
And co sponsored in honor of the yortzeit of Rivkah Bat Menachem Weisman. There will be a siyum at the kiddush.
Suedas Shelishis is sponsored by:
Mrs. Engel in honor of the yortzeit of Mr. Avraham ben Gedalia Engel o”h
The guest speaker for seudas shlishis is Rabbi Yehuda Zolty
The cholim list is being updated for Chodesh Iyar. If you would like to submit a name
to the cholim list please email gabbai@agudahsouth.com or contact one of the gabbaim.

Kiddush during davening is not in accordance with Shul policy.
Upcoming Weekday Schedule for Parshas Bamidbar

Shacharis
Sunday: 8:00
Monday: 7:00 & 7:55
Tuesday: 7:00 & 8:00
Wednesday: 7:00 & 8:00
Thursday: 7:00 & 7:55
Friday: 8:00

Mincha
8:25 pm
Maariv
8:50 pm

To sponsor Kiddush/Seudas Shlishis contact Baruch Klein (kiddush@agudahsouth.com.)
To sign for the bulletin, submit announcements, add names to the cholim list or yahrzeit calendar
go to www.agudahsouth.com/mailing-lists, email mailings@agudahsouth.com or speak to one of the gabbaim.
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