PARSHAS TZAV/PARSHAS ZACHOR, 2014

Agudas Yisroel Anshei Kielce

Zmanim
Candle Lighting: 7:04 pm
Mincha/Kabbalas Shabbos: 7:05 pm
Shacharis: 8:45 am
Parshas Zachor will be read again right after davening
Mincha/Seudas Shlishis: 5:55 pm
Maariv/Motzei Shabbos: 8:09 pm
Motzei Shabbos Rabbeinu Tam: 8:36 pm
Megillah: 8:50 pm

Parshas Tzav

Adapted from Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky
It is not a glamorous job, but somebody has to do it.
And so the Torah begins this week’s parsha by telling us
the mitzvah of terumas hadeshen, removing the ashes
that accumulate from the burnt-offerings upon the al-
tar. The Torah teaches us: "The Kohen shall don his fitted
linen tunic, and he shall don linen breeches on his flesh;
he shall separate the ash of what the fire consumed of
the elevation-offering on the Altar, and place it next to
the Altar" (Vayikra7:3).
What is simply derived from the verse is that the service
of ash-removal is done with the priestly tunic. What is no-
ticeable to the Talmudic mind is the seemingly innocuous
adjective "fitted." Rashi quotes the derivation that applies
to all the priestly garments: they must be fitted. They can
not be too long, nor can they be too short. They must
be tailored to fit each individual Kohen according to his
physical measurements.
The question is simple. The sartorial details of the were
discussed way back in the portion of Tezaveh, which we
read five weeks ago. Shouldn’t the directive of precise-
fitting garments have been mentioned in conjunction
with the laws of tailoring? Further, if the Torah waits
to teach us those requisites in conjunction with any ser-
vice, why not choose a more distinguished act, such as an
anointment or sacrifice? Why choose sweeping ashes?
Roberto Clemente was an amazing athlete who played
the game of baseball with utmost dedication. One day,
late in the 1968 season, he was playing outfield against
the Houston team. The Pirates were no longer con-

tenders, and the game had no statistical meaning.

A ball was hit deep toward the outfield wall. As Clemente
raced back, it seemed that the ball was going to hit the
wall way over his head. With superhuman strength he
propelled himself like a projectile toward the wall. Speed-
ing at a forty-five degree angle he collided with the wall
at the same time that the ball hit it, two feet above his
head.

Strictly adhering to the laws of nature, both Clemente
and the baseball rebounded from the wall, the former’s
return to earth much less graceful than the latter’s. While
the white sphere gently bounced to the playing surface
and rolled toward the infield, the much larger uniformed
and spiked entity came crashing after it with a resound-
ing thud. Bruised and embarrassed, Clemente clamored
after the elusive orb and finally threw it to a less trau-
matized member of his team who completed the hapless
mission.

In the post-game interview an innocent reporter asked
Clemente, "Roberto, your team is out of contention. There
are three games left. Why in the world did you try so hard
to make that play? Was it worth bruising yourself?"
Clemente was puzzled. In a few short sentences he ex-
plained his actions. "I am not paid to win pennants. My
job is to catch the ball. I tried to catch the ball. I was try-
ing to do my job."

When the Torah tells us that the clothes have to fit per-
fectly for a particular service it is telling us that the job is
exactly right for the man who is doing it. The ash-cleaner
is not doing another Kohen’s job, wearing an ill-fitted gar-
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ment as if it were thrown upon him as he entered for the
early morning shift.

What seems to be the most trivial of jobs is the job that
must be done! That is the job of the hour, and that is ex-
actly what the Kohen is designated to do. And for the job
or service that is tailor-made for the individual the clothes
must also be tailor-made for the job as well!

Whatever we do, and however we do it, we must realize

that the end can only come through the menials. What-
ever it takes to get to the goal is as integral as the goal it-
self. It requires devotion and commitment, and it requires
self-sacrifice. If you dress with dignity to collect the ash,
if you approach every task with both with sartorial and
personal pride and grace, then you are certainly up to
any task.

Good Shabbos

Mazel Tov to Rabbi & Mrs. Kaufman and Mr. & Mrs. Aryeh
on the birth of a grandson and great-grandson to Ari & Yehudit Hofsteder in Eretz Yisrael.

Mazel Tov to Tzadi & Rivki Zlotnick on the birth of a son.

The Kaufman’s and the Zlotnick’s would like to invite the shul
to the Shalom Zachors tonight at the shul beginning at 9:15 pm.

This week’s Kiddush is sponsored by:
Shelly & Laurel Salcman in honor of the Yarzheit of a parent.

Yisroel and Malke Balter lilui nishmas Yisroel’s father,
Rav Yehonoson Gershon ben Yisroel Halevi
and his mother Moras Zipora Rachel bas Simcha.

Bentzy Balter will be making a Siyum on Mishnayos Maseches Megilla.

This week’s Shabbos Afternoon Chumash Shiur (SACS) will take place at 5:10 pm

This week’s guest speaker for Seudas Shlishis is Rabbi Shlomo Mandel.

Anyone who wishes to submit a name to the cholim list please email gabbai@agudahsouth.com.

The Sunday Morning Shiur & Discussion is cancelled for this week.

Weekday Schedule

Shacharis
Sun.: 6:40 am & 8:00 am
Mon.: 7:00 am & 7:55 am
Tues., Wed., & Fri.: 7:00 am & 8:00 am

Mincha
7:15 pm
Maariv
7:35 pm

Daf Yomi with Rabbi Kaufman: 8:00 am (Shabbos), 7:15 am (Sunday), 7:40 am (Mon-Fri)
Amud Yomi with Rabbi Rafi Greenspan: 7:20 am (Mon-Fri)

Purim Schedule

Motzei Shabbos
Megillah: 8:50 pm
Sunday
Shacharis: 6:40 am & 8:00 am
Megillah: 7:20 am & 8:40 am
Mincha: 3:00 pm
Maariv: 9:45 pm
Rabbi Kaufman will leaving to Eretz Yisroel on Sunday Afternoon.
Rabbi Kaufman will be available in his home until 12:00 pm.

To sponsor Kiddush/Seudas Shlishis contact Leon Jakubovic (kiddush@agudahsouth.com.)
Have a Simcha to announce? Email announcements to mailings@agudahsouth.com.
To subscribe or unsubscribe to this list please email mailings@agudahsouth.com.
Contributions to or suggestions for this bulletin are welcome.
For more information please email mailings@agudahsouth.com.
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Post-Megillah Purim Party

Please join us for the annual Agudah South
Post-Megillah Purim Party/ Melave Malka

Location: Agudah South Social Hall
Time: Post-Megillah Reading
Date: Motzei Shabbos Parshas Tzav
This year the menu will be dairy.
Suggested Donation: $20 per family.

For more information please email
mailings @agudahsouth.com

To sponsor a Kiddush or Shalosh Seudos please email
kiddush@agudahsouth.com.

All those wish to submit names to the cholim list can email
gabbai@agudahsouth.com or contact one the gabbaim.
Have a Simcha to announce? Email announcements to

mailings@agudahsouth.com.

To subscribe to the shul mailing list please email mailings@agudahsouth.com.
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