PARSHAS CHUKAS/SHABBOS ROSH CHODESH, 2014

Agudas Yisroel Anshei Kielce

Zmanim
Early Mincha/Kabbalas Shabbos: 7:10 pm
Candle Lighting: 8:45 pm
Mincha/Kabbalas Shabbos: 8:45 pm
Shacharis: 8:45 am
Sof Zman Krias Shema (GR"A): 9:29 am
Pirkei Avos Shiur: 7:45 pm
Mincha/Seudas Shlishis: 8:35 pm
Maariv/Motzei Shabbos: 9:53 pm
Motzei Shabbos Rabbeinu Tam: 10:15 pm

Parshas Chukas

Adapted from Rabbi Yissacher Frand [www.torah.org]

We Should Appreciate People When We Have Them

There is poetic symmetry to the fact that the Jews’ so-
journ in the Wilderness began with a Song (in Parshas
BeShalach) and basically concludes with a Song (here in
Parshas Chukas). Although we read Parshas Chukas only
a couple of weeks after Parshas Shlach, the historical nar-
rative in Parshas Chukas jumps ahead almost 40 years to
the very end of the period of wandering decreed in the
aftermath of the episode of the Spies.

This week’s Parsha contains the Shiras HaBe’er [Song
of the Well]. There are two significant differences be-
tween the Song after Kriyas Yam Suf [the splitting of
the Red Sea] and the Shiras HaBe’er. The first difference
is that the Shiras HaYam begins "Then Moshe and the
children of Israel sang this song." [Shmos 15:1] The Shi-
ras HaBe’er begins "Then the children of Israel sang this
song" [Bamidbar 21:17] with the notable absence of the
name of Moshe Rabbeinu.

The second difference is that this is a song about the
miraculous Be’er [Well] that was with them virtually the
entire time that they were in the Wilderness, rather than
about Kriyas Yam Suf, which was a singular event. The
Shiras HaYam was sung spontaneously, in "real time", so
to speak. Why did it take them 40 years to first now
sing about the Be’er that was with them for these many

decades?

I saw an insight that addresses both these issues. This
week’s parsha contains the death of Miriam. Chazal say
that the Be’er was given to the Jewish people in Miriam’s
merit. When Miriam died, the Be’er disappeared. It re-
quired another miracle from Moshe Rabbeinu to restore
their water supply.

Klal Yisrael only saw in very real terms what Miriam
had done for them after the Be’er Miriam disappeared. It
is the tendency of human beings to take things and peo-
ple for granted. We go to the faucet and we turn on the
water. We expect the water to be there. We do not realize
that we have the water because of an entire geological
and engineering infrastructure that allows the water to
become available to us. We don’t think about the "mira-
cle" involved in receiving our water.

Now imagine if we went to a Rock-Well in the middle
of the desert and were able to get water whenever we
wanted. We would get used to that as well. Certainly our
children would think that this is the way it is supposed to
be. When Miriam died and they saw the Be’er was gone,
they first "got it." They said, "Look what Miriam did for us
all these years."

Therefore, the Shiras HaBe’er is not just a tribute to
the Be’er. It is a tribute to Miriam. People take people for
granted. The only time they begin to appreciate people is
in their absence. They think people are just there to turn
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the water on for them and that the water will always be
there. Sometimes, the person leaves and then you finally
"get it": It was only because of that person that we ever
had the water.

That is the nature of people. In his righteousness and his
wisdom, Moshe Rabbeinu appreciated Miriam’s role all
along. He did not need the absence of the Be’er to realize

what she was doing for the Jewish people all these years.
It did not take him 40 years to appreciate Miriam. He was
not suddenly inspired to sing 40 years later. It was only
the rest of us that first sang after the belated recognition.
"Then Israel sang this song..." It is very sad when we do
not appreciate people while we have them.

Good Shabbos

This week’s Kiddush is sponsored by:

Avraham & Chaya Engel in honour of the Aufruf of their grandson
Moshe Chaim Rabinowitz and his upcoming marriage to Tali Dolman.

Mr. & Mrs. Yossi Itzkowitz in honour of a yahrzeit.

Mazel Tov to Shimon & Judy Sturm and to Ruth Neuberger on the birth of
a granddaughter and great-granddaugher in Los Angeles.

The kid’s program will take place downstairs this week.

The Rav’s Pirkei Avos Shiur will take place at 7:45 pm.

The Sunday Morning Discussion will take place following Shacharis at 8:45 am.

If you would like to submit a name to the cholim list please email
gabbai@agudahsouth.com or contact one of the gabbaim.

Weekday Schedule

Shacharis
Sunday: 8:00 am
Monday & Thursday: 7:00 am & 7:55 am
Tues., Wed. & Fri.: 7:00 am & 8:00 am

Mincha
8:50 pm
Maariv
9:10 pm

Daf Yomi with Rabbi Kaufman: 8:00 am (Shabbos), 7:15 am (Sun), 7:40 am (Mon-Fri)
Amud Yomi with Rabbi Rafi Greenspan: 7:20 am (Mon-Fri)

To sponsor Kiddush/Seudas Shlishis contact Leon Jakubovic (kiddush@agudahsouth.com.)
Have a Simcha to announce? Email announcements to mailings@agudahsouth.com.
To subscribe or unsubscribe to this list please email mailings@agudahsouth.com.

Join our Kehillah today!

To find out more about memberships,
associate memberships, & other
sponsorship opportunities please

email mailings@agudahsouth.com.

Suggestions?

We are constantly looking for ideas or
suggestions to enhance our shul. If
you have any suggestions feel free to
email mailings@agudahsouth.com
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