PARSHAS NASso, 2014

Agudas Yisroel Anshei Kielce

Zmanim

Early Mincha/Kabbalas Shabbos: 7:00 pm

Candle Lighting: 8:32 pm

Mincha/Kabbalas Shabbos: 8:35 pm
Shacharis: 8:45 am
Pirkei Avos Shiur: 7:30 pm
Mincha: 8:20 pm
Maariv/Motzei Shabbos: 9:36 pm

Motzei Shabbos Rabbeinu Tam: 10:03 pm

Parshas Nasso

Adapted from Rabbi Mordechai Kaminetzky

What a person gives away seems forever lost. The
Torah, in cryptic fashion, uses proper nouns and pro-
nouns in a mysterious medley that teaches us a little
about real property, about what you give and what one
really has. The Torah tells us about giving maaser. "And
every portion from any of the holies that the Bnei Yisrael
bring to the Kohen shall be his. A man’s holies shall be
his, and what a man gives to the Kohen shall be his."
What the Torah seems to tell us is that the donor has no
further right to item given to the Kohen. So why not say
it clearly? "What a man gives to the Kohen belongs to
the Kohen." Obviously, there is a dual reference attached
to the pronoun. What lies within that double reference?
Rabbi Betzalel Zolty zt'l, Chief Rabbi of Jerusalem, re-
lated the following story:

The Rosh Yeshiva of Slobodka Yeshiva, Rabbi Moshe
Mordechai Epstein was in America in 1924, raising much-
needed funds for his Yeshiva. During his visit, he received
an urgent telegram. The Lithuanian authorities were go-
ing to conscript the Slobodka students into the army.
Rabbi Nosson Zvi Finkel, the founder and Dean of the
Yeshiva, made a decision to open a branch of Slobodka
Yeshiva in the ancient city of Chevron in Eretz Israel.
He would send 150 students to Palestine to establish
the Yeshiva, and in this way free them from service in the
apostatizing, ruthless Lithuanian army. That monumental

undertaking would require a sum of $ 25,000 to trans-
port, house, and establish the Yeshiva.

Rabbi Epstein was put to the task. He discussed the
program with a dear friend of the Yeshiva, Mr. Schiff, who
immediately decided to contribute the massive sum in its
entirety.

Years later, in the early 1930s, the tide turned for Mr.
Schiff. With the crash of the stock market, and plummet-
ing real estate prices, it took only a few months before he
was forced out of his own apartment, and was relegated
to the cellar of a building that was once his, existing on
meager rations.

At the same time, the health of Rabbi Epstein was fail-
ing, and he no longer had the strength to travel. His son-
in-law, Rabbi Yechezkel Sarna, made the trip to America,
in his stead, to raise funds for the Slobodka Yeshiva. He
did not know of Mr. Schiff’s situation until the man got
up to speak at a parlor meeting on behalf of the Yeshiva.

"My dear friends," he began. "I do not wish my busi-
ness misfortunes on anyone. I invested literally millions
of dollars in all sorts of businesses, and they all failed.
I have absolutely nothing to show for them. But there
is one investment I made that continues to bear fruit. I
gave $ 25,000 to establish a Yeshiva in Chevron, and that
investment is the best one I ever made. One must know
where to invest."

When Rabbi Sarna, heard that Mr. Schiff was liter-
ally bankrupt, he cabled Rabbi Epstein, who quickly re-
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sponded to arrange to give him a $ 5,000 loan, in order
to get him back on his feet and begin doing business
again. Through some generous benefactors, Rabbi Sarna
got a hold of the cash and went directly to the basement
apartment where Mr. Schiff now resided. He explained to
him that Rabbi Epstein insisted he take this money as a
loan. Mr. Schiff jumped up in horror, "What do you want
from my life? The only money I have left is the $ 25,000
that I gave the Yeshiva. Do you want to take that from
me as well?"

In its mystical manner, the Torah teaches us the power
of the eternal gift. "A man’s holies shall be his, and what

a man gives to the Kohen shall be his." We invest much
in this world. We work. We buy. We build. We spend. But
what do we really have? At the end of the hopefully long
day, we call life, what can we say is eternally ours? Stocks
crash, and buildings crumble. How real is our estate? The
Torah tells us, what the man gives to the Kohen shall be
his. It does not say, "... will belong to the Kohen. It says,
it shall be his! What we invest in the eternity of spiritual-
ity, in order to proliferate Hashem’s eternal message, will
never be relinquished. For what we invest for eternity,
will be eternally invested. It shall always remain ours.
Good Shabbos

This week’s kiddush is sponsored by:
Hershy & Eliane Weinberg in honor of the yartzheit of Hershy’s father OB"M.
Avraham & Chaya Engel in honor of the yahrtzeit of Avraham’s father OB"M.

Mazel Tov to Benny & Penina Feintuch on the engagement of their
grand-daughter Ahuva Brown to Binyomin Bressler of Montreal.

PLEASE NOTE THAT DESPITE THE ONGOING RENOVATION THIS WEEKS’S KIDDUSH &
SEUDAS SHLISHIS WILL TAKE PLACE IN THE AGUDAH SOUTH SOCIAL HALL.

PLEASE TAKE EXTRA CARE IN THE AREAS UNDER RENOVATION AND BE AWARE THAT
ONE OF THE BANNISTERS HAS BEEN TEMPORARILY REMOVED.

PLEASE NOTE THAT ALTHOUGH THE BATHROOM’S ARE FULLY FUNCTIONAL THE SINKS
DO NOT HAVE RUNNING WATER.
YOU CAN MAKE USE OF THE UPSTAIRS SINK.

ALTERNATIVELY JEP HAS GRACIOUSLY OFFERED USE OF THEIR BATHROOMS.
WE APOLOGIZE FOR ANY INCONVENIENCE.

The kid’s program will take place downstairs this week.

The Rav’s Pirkei Avos Shiur will take place at 7:30 pm this week.

The guest speaker for Seudas Shlishis this week will be Rabbi Feigenbaum.

The cholim list is being updated for Chodesh Sivan. If you would like to submit a name to
the cholim list please email gabbai@agudahsouth.com or contact one of the gabbaim.

The Sunday Morning Shiur & Discussion will take place at 8:45 am.

Weekday Schedule

Shacharis
Sunday: 8:00 am
Monday: 7:00 am & 7:55 am
Tuesday & Fri.: 7:00 am & 8:00 am

Mincha
8:40 pm
Maariv
9:00 pm

Daf Yomi with Rabbi Kaufman: 8:00 am (Shabbos), 7:15 am (Sun), 7:40 am (Mon-Fri)
Amud Yomi with Rabbi Rafi Greenspan: 7:20 am (Mon-Fri)

To sponsor Kiddush/Seudas Shlishis contact Leon Jakubovic (kiddush@agudahsouth.com.)
Have a Simcha to announce? Email announcements to mailings@agudahsouth.com.
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To subscribe or unsubscribe to this list please email mailings@agudahsouth.com.
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