PARSHAS NITZAVIM/VAYELECH, 2014

Agudas Yisroel Anshei Kielce

Zmanim

Early Mincha/Kabbalas Shabbos: 5:50 pm
Candle Lighting: 7:03 pm
Mincha/Kabbalas Shabbos: 7:05 pm
Shacharis: 8:45 am
PIRKEI AVOS SHIUR: 6:00 pm
Mincha/Seudas Shlishis: 6:50 pm
Maariv/Motzei Shabbos: 8:04 pm
Motzei Shabbos Rabbeinu Tam: 8:31 pm
Selichos: 1:15 am

Parshas Nitzavim/Vayelech
Adapted from Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky

Many difficult choices face us daily. Some are seem-
ingly insignificant, and some are critical. Those choices
require deep and careful analysis and we hope against
hope that we make the correct decision. There is one
choice, however, that any fool can make. It is the choice
of life. Yet the Torah commands us in this week’s par-
shah that when faced with the choice of life or death it
is incumbent upon us to choose life. "See — I have placed
before you today the life and the good, and the death and
the evil... and you shall choose life, so that you will live —
you and your offspring." Devarim 30:15-19.

The Torah is filled with 613 Mitzvos. Each and every
one of them is imparted to us with a sense of urgency. We
are commanded to observe the minor laws with the same
fervor as the major ones. Yet the Torah is not content with
its charge to keep individual commandments. It culls all
the laws under the title of "life" and then commissions us
with an additional Mitzvah — "choose life." Isn’t the ob-
jective of this command another angle in which we are
again prodded to observe all that has already been com-
manded? Why does the Torah repeat its original charges
as one summary command? Why aren’t the original 613
sufficient?

It is fascinating to note that in the entire Torah there
is no overt reference to Olam Haboh — the world to come.

To scoffers, it holds another opportunity to dismiss one of
the greatest tenets of Jewish Faith. There are only veiled
allusions to our raison d’Attre the world of eternity. Why?

The entire Torah Sh’Baal Peh, Mishnoh, Talmud, etc.,
is replete with the concept of the world to come. Chazal
in Pirkei Avos, explain that, "this world is just a corridor
for the world to come. One must prepare himself in the
hallway before entering the palace." If this great world
was offered orally, why is it not openly discussed in the
text of the Torah?

Reb Ahron Kotler of blessed memory, epitomized a
life steeped in Torah study. After escaping the ravages of
World War II, he established the Kollel (fellowship pro-
gram) of Beth Medrash Govoah, at Lakewood, New Jer-
sey. It is there that married scholars studied Torah day
and night and received a small stipend. After two years
of Kollel study one aspiring prodigy had a lucrative busi-
ness opportunity in which he was guaranteed a very sub-
stantial living. He approached Reb Ahron. "Rebbe, is it
true that if a businessman supports a Torah scholar in a
contractual arrangement, then he shares the reward of
the world to come with his partner? Reb Ahron answered
in the affirmative, explaining the concept of Yissachar-
Zevulun partnership. (Zevulun was a merchant and his
brother, Yissachar, was a sage. They entered a business
arrangement to share equally both financial and spiritual
rewards.) "If that is the case," the student continued "T’'d
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like to enter into an arrangement with a Kollel member.
You see, Rebbe, I have a wonderful opportunity to make
quite a bit of money and this way I'll still be guaranteed
the world to come." Reb Ahron was stunned. "How can
you leave learning?" The student responded meekly. "But
won’t I still enjoy the world to come?"

"Of course!" exclaimed the Rosh Yeshiva, "but if you
leave learning, how will you enjoy this world?"

Reb Ahron understood this week’s Torah’s message to
its fullest extent. Observance of Mitzvos is not just a life of

extended ritual observance. It is life itself. The Torah has
laid a path that if followed precisely will guarantee years
of happiness. It will guarantee the ability to overcome
perceived suffering. It will guarantee a certain sense of
fulfillment way beyond any material gain. The Torah de-
clares, "if you choose a life of Torah, you are not only se-
lecting a set of rituals. You are choosing much more than
Tefillin, Mezuzah and Shofar. You are choosing a sum to-
tal greater than all of its parts. You are choosing life!"
Good Shabbos

oo

** To ensure accurate publication of all announcements and sponsorships,**
**information must be submitted to mailings@agudahsouth.com **
**prior the publication deadline of 10:00 am on Friday morning.**

This week’s kiddush is sponsored by:
Mr. & Mrs. Mordechai Bernstein & Mr. Sol Neger.

The kids’ program will take place downstairs this week.

The Rav’s final Pirkei Avos Shiur of the year will take place at 6:00 pm.
The Shiur will be on a pre-selichos topic.

The Sunday Morning Shiur & Discussion will take place after Shacharis.

The Guest Speak for Seudas Shlishis is Rabbi Meir Yechiel Zoberman.

We are updating the cholim list for Chodesh Tishrei.
If you would like to submit a name to the cholim list please email
gabbai@agudahsouth.com or contact one of the gabbaim.

Selichos/Shacharis

Weekday Schedule

Mincha

Sunday (NO Selcihos): 8:00 am
Monday & Tuesday: 6:40 am & 7:40 am
Wednesday: 5:45 am

7:05 pm
Maariv
7:25 pm

Daf Yomi with Rabbi Kaufman: 8:00 am (Shabbos), 7:15 am (Sun), 7:40 am (Mon-Fri)
Amud Yomi with Rabbi Rafi Greenspan: 7:20 am (Mon-Fri)

To sponsor Kiddush/Seudas Shlishis contact Leon Jakubovic (kiddush@agudahsouth.com.)
Have a Simcha to announce? Email announcements to |mailings@agudahsouth.com.
To subscribe or unsubscribe to this list please email mailings@agudahsouth.com.

RESERVE YOUR SEAT FOR YOM TOV

The deadline to reserve seats for Rosh Hashana and/or Yom Kippur has been
extended to Sunday, September 21. To reserve seats please contact:
Men:

Ben Chinn at ben.c1985@gmail.com or Michael Harris at
harrism@metrotextiles.ca
Women:

Malka Jakubovic at jakubovic@rogers.com

www.agudahsouth.com
= |mailings@agudahsouth.com

Page 2



mailto:kiddush@agudahsouth.com
mailto:mailings@agudahsouth.com
mailto:mailings@agudahsouth.com
www.agudahsouth.com
mailto:mailings@agudahsouth.com

