PARSHAS TOLDOS, 2014

Agudas Yisroel Anshei Kielce

Zmanim

Candle Lighting: 4:29 pm
Mincha/Kabbalas Shabbos: 4:30 pm
Shacharis: 8:45 am
Rav’s Hilchos Shabbos Shiur: 3:50 pm
Mincha/Seudas Shlishis: 4:20 pm
Maariv/Motzei Shabbos: 5:32 pm
Motgei Shabbos Rabbeinu Tam: 5:59 pm

Parshas Toldos
Adapted from Rabbi Label Lam

And HASHEM told her, "Two nations are in your
womb, and two manners of government will separate
themselves from your inwards, and one form of govern-
ment will be mightier than the other, and the greater will
serve the lesser." (Bereishis 25:23)

Rivka was informed that she carried two nations in
her womb that would represent two different forms of so-
cial government. The one state would build up its great-
ness on spirit and morals, on the humane in humans; the
other would seek its greatness in cunning and strength.
Spirit and strength, morality and violence oppose each
other. One form of government will always be more pow-
erful than the other... The whole of history is nothing else
than a struggle as to whether spirit or sword, or as our
sages put it, whether Caesaria or Jerusalem is to have the
upper hand. (Rabbi S. R. Hirsch z"tl)

Here we have a prophetic description of the seesaw
relationship between Yaakov and Essav. When one will
be up the other will be down. Essav will be a promi-
nent and dominant force in the world and yet the pasuk
tells us that "the greater will serve the lesser". How is this
possible? How can the lesser, seemingly weaker element
overwhelm the apparently prevalent power? Imagine two
boys of equal weight, let us say 100 pounds each, sitting
opposite each other on a seesaw. Seated equally distant
from the center bar they remain balanced and with just
some subtle maneuvering they can playfully bounce up

and down. That’s how it’s done in playgrounds across the
globe. Let us say now that one boy weighs 200 pound
while the other weighs 100 pounds. The poor fellow of
lesser girth will remain hopelessly stuck up in the air.
How can a smaller object possibly exert enough pushback
and defend itself against a much larger opposition?

Let us call upon the great Greek philosopher and
mathematician Archimedes who said the following tru-
ism based on a simple mechanical phenomenon: "Give
me a lever long enough and a fulcrum on which to place
it and I shall move the world." If the 100 pound boy was
sitting 10 feet from the fulcrum and the bigger 200 pound
boy was 2 feet away then he might stand a greater chance
of counterbalancing the greater size of his rival.

We have only to apply this principle by extending
the analogy to discern Yaakov’s winning strategy! What
makes a lever longer or shorter? What determines the
placement of the fulcrum? (Same question basically) Es-
sav had a glaring weakness. Over and over again he em-
ploys a certain word that continually exposes his vul-
nerability. That word is "ZEH" — this! "What good is this
birthright to me?" "Give me some of this red- red soup!"
Essav was focused on the here and the now! His whole
world was Olam HaZeh — This Worldly! That was how he
came to sell his entire future for a bowl of cholent. His
eyes were impressed by color and appearances. He was
a master of manufacturing facades and manipulating im-
pressions. This is his craft, his art, decorating and con-
quering "this". This is very close to the person. He does
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not see or consider the past or the future in his deeds be-
cause he’s reactive to the passions of the moment. That
lack of farsightedness places the fulcrum at his feet, at
this spot, here, wherever he is.

Yaakov, in contradistinction, saw in the birthright the
future of an as yet unborn nation. He realized the ful-
fillment of the promise of the birthright would not be in
in his lifetime but many generations later. Essav rejected
it because it had little present value. Yaakov’s vision in-
cluded the whole scope of human history. He understood
the entirety of the mission of the Jewish People including
his role as an individual and as a Patriarch. His ultimate
reward would be reaped in Olam Haba — The World to

Come! We might say that the length of the vision of a
person, the distance they can see historically backward
and farsightedness going forward and beyond, deter-
mines the length of the lever. Now we can going back
to Archimedes’ quotient and appreciate how Yaakov is
expected to ultimately assert his spiritual influence and
move the whole world in spite of Essav. Almost nobody
in history has had such a long lever as Yaakov, with his
far-reaching intent, while Essav and his ilk are parked
next to the fulcrum. "Give me a lever long enough and a
fulcrum on which to place it and I shall move the world."

Good Shabbos

JOSN
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** To ensure accurate publication of all announcements and sponsorships,*

**information must be submitted to mailings@agudahsouth.com *
**prior the publication deadline of 10:00 am on Friday morning.**

This week’s kiddush is sponsored by:
Moe Levin L'Tluiy Nishmat the terror victims in Har Nof.
The Mashkeh is sponsored by Yudi & Dina Hadari in honour of their anniversary.
There will be a guest speaker at Kiddush discussing the Mitvah of Shemitta.

The kids’ program will take place downstairs this week.

The Sunday Morning Shiur & Discussion will take place after Shacharis.

The Guest Speaker for Seudas Shlishis is Rabbi Gold from Eretz Yisrael.

Seudas Shlishis is sponsored Ezra & Sheera Jakubovic in honour of the
Yahrzheit of Ezra’s father, Menachem Tzvi ben Chaim Yehoshua OB"M.

We are updating the cholim list for Chodesh Chesvan - Teves.
If you would like to submit a name to the cholim list please email
gabbai@agudahsouth.com or contact one of the gabbaim.

Shacharis Weekday Schedule Mincha
Sunday: 8:00 am 12:30 & 4:30 pm

Monday & Thursday: 7:00 am & 7:55 am Maariv
Tues., Wed., Fri.: 7:00 am & 8:00 am 4:50 & 8:00 pm

Daf Yomi with Rabbi Kaufman: 8:00 am (Shabbos), 7:15 am (Sun), 7:40 am (Mon-Fri)
Amud Yomi with Rabbi Rafi Greenspan: 7:20 am (Mon-Fri)

To sponsor Kiddush/Seudas Shlishis contact Baruch Klein (kiddush@agudahsouth.com.)
Have a Simcha to announce? Email announcements to mailings@agudahsouth.com.
To subscribe or unsubscribe to this list please email mailings@agudahsouth.com.

Friday Night (FNL)
Please join us for the relaunched Friday Night Learning Program.
Now in its 6th year! Seder: 8:00 pm
Seder: 8:00 pm; Rabbi Kaufman’s Chumash Shiur:8:30 pm
The Esoteric Commentaries: The Sfas Emes, Ohr Hachaim, etc.)
Cholent & Kugel will be served.
This week’s FNL is sponsored by Yechezkel & Rivky Neustadt.
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