PARSHAS VA'EIRA/ SHABBOS MEVARCHIM CHODESH SHEVAT, 2015

Agudas Yisroel Anshei Kielce

Zmanim
Candle Lighting: 4:49 pm
Mincha/Kabbalas Shabbos: 4:50 pm
Shacharis: 8:45 am

Rav’s Hilchos Shabbos Shiur: 4:10 pm

Mincha/Seudas Shlishis: 4:40 pm

Maariv/Motzei Shabbos: 5:53 pm
Motzgei Shabbos Rabbeinu Tam: 6:20 pm

Parshas Va’eira
Shabbos Mevarchim Chodesh Shevat

Adapted from Rabbi Berel Wein [www.torah.org]
Superhuman vs Humility:
Pharaoh and Moshe

The extended, tension filled, confrontation
between Moshe and Pharaoh forms the back-
drop for the story of the plagues and the re-
demption of the Jewish people from Egypt.
Pharaoh, from the outset, is unwilling to con-
sider the request of Moshe to allow the Jewish
people a three day furlough to worship God in
the desert. The commentators to the Torah dif-
fer as to whether or not this was a sincere re-
quest by Moshe or simply a negotiating gam-
bit to loosen the grip of Pharaoh on the Jewish
slaves.

We do not find that God specifically endorsed
or instructed Moshe to make such a proposal
to Pharaoh. Nevertheless, all of these questions
and difficulties are rendered moot by the fact
that Pharaoh never for a moment really consid-
ered giving in to the demands of Moshe.

Even later, after coming under the pressure
of the plagues and the wishes of his own advi-
sors, and after agreeing to the three-day sojourn

in the desert, Pharaoh refuses to allow the fam-
ilies of the slaves to accompany them, thus ob-
viating his seeming concession to Moshe.

Pharaoh’s stubbornness, his intransigence in
the face of the reality of the plagues is charac-
teristic of people who view themselves as gods
and superior beings. Pharaoh cannot afford any
show of compromise or accommodation to the
demands of Moshe. By so doing, he would ad-
mit to the fact that, in truth, he is not a god and
thus his entire basis for rule over Egypt would
be threatened.

Complete dominion over others that is based
upon a colossal lie of superhuman status even-
tually is doomed to collapse. It may take cen-
turies for this to occur but history has shown us
that it always does occur. It is Pharaoh’s false
claim to superhuman qualities that motivates
his stubbornness and is what will doom him and
Egypt to defeat and destruction.

Moshe, on the other hand, does possess su-
perhuman qualities. But the one main quality
that the Torah itself most emphasizes in its de-
scription of Moshe, over his decades of leader-
ship, is a most human one — humility, modesty,

www.agudahsouth.com
= mailings@agudahsouth.com

Page 1


www.agudahsouth.com
mailto:mailings@agudahsouth.com

and the realization of the difference between
the created and the Creator. The opening verses
of this week’s parsha teach us this lesson of hu-
mility.

The Jewish people and Moshe himself com-
plained to God that somehow things were not
going according to the plan that they envi-
sioned. God4AZs response is that one of the lim-
itations of humans is that they can never truly
fathom God’s will and His direction of human
affairs. This is an important lesson that Moshe
must learn and assimilate into his personality.
As he journeys through life, it is this quality that
will eventually make him "the most humble of
all human beings."

Someone who is able to communicate with
Heaven freely, almost at will, and who can per-
form miracles and bring plagues upon a mighty
empire, can easily be seduced into believing in
his own powers and abilities. Thus the open-
ing sentences of this week’s Torah reading are
vitally important for they are the key to the hu-
mility of Moshe and thus to the salvation of the
Jewish people from Egyptian bondage.

We must always be wary of the great human
being who slips into the belief that he is some-
how superhuman. It is this issue that highlights
and contrasts the two antagonists — Pharaoh
and Moshe — in the drama of the Jewish re-
demption from Egypt.

Good Shabbos

** To ensure accurate publication of all announcements and sponsorships,**
**information must be submitted to mailings@agudahsouth.com **
**prior the publication deadline of 10:00 am on Friday morning.**

This week’s kiddush is sponsored by:
Leon & Malka Jakubovic in honour of the yahrtzeit of Leon’s father OB"M.

Abe & Vera Rzepkowitz in honour of the yahrtzeit of Vera’s mother OB"M.

The kids’ program will take place this week beginning at 9:30 am.

The guest speaker for Seudas Shlishis is T.B.A.
Seudas Shlishis is sponsored by the Shul.

The Sunday Morning Shiur & Discussion will take place after Shacharis.

We are updating the cholim list for Chodesh Shevat.
If you would like to submit a name to the cholim list please email
gabbai@agudahsouth.com.

Shacharis

Weekday Schedule

Mincha

Sunday: 8:00 am
Mon. & Thurs.: 7:00 am & 7:55 am
Tues., Fri.: 7:00 am & 8:00 am
Wed. (R.Chodesh): 6:50 am & 7:50 am

5:00 pm
Maariv
5:20 & 8:00 pm

Daf Yomi with Rabbi Kaufman: 8:00 am (Shabbos), 7:15 am (Sun), 7:40 am (Mon-Fri)
Amud Yomi with Rabbi Rafi Greenspan: 7:20 am (Mon-Fri)

Friday Night (FNL)
Please join us for the relaunched Friday Night Learning Program.
Seder: 8:00 pm
Rabbi Kaufman’s Chumash Shiur: 8:30 pm
The Esoteric Commentaries: The Sfas Emes, Ohr Hachaim, etc.
Cholent & Kugel will be served.
This week’s FNL is sponsored by Baruch & Shaindy Klein.

To sponsor Kiddush/Seudas Shlishis contact Baruch Klein (kiddush@agudahsouth.com.)
Have a Simcha to announce? Email announcements to mailings@agudahsouth.com.

Find our daily schedule at http://www.agudahsouth.com/calendar/
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