PARSHAS YISRO, 2015

Agudas Yisroel Anshei Kielce

Zmanim
Candle Lighting: 5:17 pm
Mincha/Kabbalas Shabbos: 5:20 pm
Shacharis: 8:45 am
Rav’s Hilchos Shabbos Shiur: Cancelled
Mincha/Seudas Shlishis: 5:05 pm
Maariv/Motzei Shabbos: 6:21 pm
Motzei Shabbos Rabbeinu Tam: 6:48 pm

Parshas Yisro

Adapted from Rabbi Berel Wein [www.torah.org]

Finding Fullfilment at Sinai

There are differing opinions as to when ex-
actly Yitro appeared in the camp of the Israelites
in the desert. There are those who follow the
rabbinic dictum that one cannot infer chrono-
logical order from the juxtaposition of narra-
tives as they appear in the Torah. Rashi defi-
nitely adheres to this view in many instances.
However Ramban and others maintain that a
general chronology of events can correctly be
deduced from the order of the narrative por-
tions of the Torah.

According to this latter view, Yitro appears
to join the Jewish people before the revela-
tion at Sinai and before the construction of the
Mishkan/Tabernacle. This makes his appear-
ance and newly found commitment to Jewish
life and Torah values even more remarkable.
Yitro is the epitome of the restless, wandering,
curious, seeking soul of humans.

According to Midrash, Yitro experimented
with all forms and types of worldly faiths and

religions before arriving at Moshe’s doorstep in
the wilderness of Sinai. And, he exclaims that
"only now do I know" what I am searching for
and where eternal truth and soulful serenity lie.

All humans embark on the same journey as
did Yitro. All of us are looking for the ultimate
meaning of our lives and what our purpose on
earth truly is. Some of us, like Yitro of old,
are forced to take many detours and encounter
many dead-end paths before finding our road
to fulfillment. Unfortunately, there are many
who never find their way clear of the maze of
society, mores and the distractions that are the
roadblocks to our search for our true selves and
purpose. But many of us, again like Yitro, are
able to fight our way through our previous er-
rors of direction and reach the sanctuary of a
Torah life and a moral existence. Yitro stands as
a living and eternal example of this great spiri-
tual accomplishment.

For the Jewish people and, in fact, for all hu-
mankind, the Lord simplified the matter with
the revelation at Sinai of the Ten Command-
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ments, an event that is described in detail in this
week’s parsha. These Torah rules address all of
the challenges of life — material gain and ac-
quisitions, paganism, falsehoods, generational
interaction and respect, sexual probity and fam-
ily loyalty, a day of rest and spirit and not 24/7
living, honesty and ego-centered jealousy, to
name the main categories. In effect the Torah
provides for us a shortcut to reach the high
road of accomplishment and satisfying purpose
in life.

But there are those of us in life that feel
themselves smarter and create their own short-
cuts in life, avoiding the lessons of the Ten Com-
mandments. The world’s prisons are full of such

people. The Torah purposefully placed the Ten
Commandments in the parsha of the story of
Yitro to illustrate to us that the long road that
Yitro was forced to travel in life and God’s short-
cut lead to the same place — to Moshe4AZs tent
and to Mount Sinai.

As always the final choice of belief and be-
havior is left to each one of us individually. For-
tunate are those that adhere to Sinai first and
foremost without having to initially traverse the
entire world of ideas and beliefs to eventually
arrive at Sinai where their soul will be satisfied
and their life purpose delineated clearly.

Good Shabbos

** To ensure accurate publication of all announcements and sponsorships, **
**information must be submitted to mailings@agudahsouth.com **
**prior the publication deadline of 10:00 am on Friday morning.**

This week’s kiddush is sponsored by:
Mr. & Mrs. Rafi & Clara Buksbaum in honour of the yahrzeit of Rafi’s father OB"M.

The kids’ program will take place this week beginning at 9:30 am.

The guest speaker for Seudas Shlishis is R’ Dovid Hofsteder.
Seudas Shlishis is sponsored by:
Mr. & Mrs. Rafi & Clara Buksbaum in honour of the yahrzeit of Rafi’s father OB"M.

The Sunday Morning Shiur in Derech Hashem is cancelled this week.

We are updating the cholim list for Chodesh Shevat.
If you would like to submit a name to the cholim list please email
gabbai@agudahsouth.com.

Shacharis

Weekday Schedule

Mincha

Sunday: 8:00 am
Mon. & Thurs.: 7:00 am & 7:55 am
Tues., Wed., Fri.: 7:00 am & 8:00 am

5:25 pm
Maariv
5:45 & 8:00 pm

Daf Yomi with Rabbi Kaufman: 8:00 am (Shabbos), 7:15 am (Sun), 7:40 am (Mon-Fri)
Amud Yomi with Rabbi Rafi Greenspan: 7:20 am (Mon-Fri)

Friday Night (FNL)
Please join us for the relaunched Friday Night Learning Program.
Seder: 8:00 pm
Rabbi Kaufman’s Chumash Shiur: Cancelled
Cholent & Kugel will be served.
This week’s FNL is Anonymously in honour of Baruch & Shaindy Klein.

To sponsor Kiddush/Seudas Shlishis contact Baruch Klein (kiddush@agudahsouth.com.)
Have a Simcha to announce? Email announcements to |mailings@agudahsouth.com.

Find our daily schedule at http://www.agudahsouth.com/calendar/
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