PARSHAS BEHAR/BECHUKOSAI SHABBOS MEVARCHIM CHODESH SIVAN, 2015

Agudas Yisroel Anshei Kielce

Zmanim
Candle Lighting: 8:17 pm
Mincha/Kabbalas Shabbos: 6:50 pm & 8:20 pm
Shacharis: 8:45 am
Pirkei Avos Shiur: 7:15 PM
Mincha/Seudas Shlishis: 8:05 pm
Maariv/Motzei Shabbos: 9:22 pm
Motzei Shabbos Rabbeinu Tam: 9:49 pm

Parshas Behar/Bechukosai

Adapted from Rabbi Yochanan Zweig [www.torah.org]
But the seventh year shall be a complete rest
of the land..."(25:4)

The Midrash introduces this week’s parsha
by noting that Eisav had a "rah ayin" - "bad eye".
This attribute, continues the Midrash, is also ex-
hibited by a person who fails to observe the laws
of shemitah, i.e. abstaining from working the
land on the seventh year and allowing others
to partake from its produce. Why is Eisav’s pur-
suit of wealth described as possessing an "ayin
rah"? If a "rah ayin" indicates that a person ex-
hibits an unquenchable thirst for material pos-
sessions to the extent the he is willing to violate
the precepts, examples can be shown involving
other precepts which require sustaining a finan-
cial loss. Why is a violator of the laws of shemi-
tah singled out as possessing a "rah ayin'"?

The Torah promises that a person who ad-
heres to the laws of shemitah will be blessed
with an abundance of food for the sixth, sev-
enth and eighth years. Yet Rashi reveals that
one of the primary reasons for the Babylonian
exile was Bnei Yisroel’s failure to observe shemi-
tah; the seventy years of exile correspond to

the seventy shemitos which were not observed.
With Hashem’s guarantee that they would not
go hungry, why did Bnei Yisroel not observe the
laws of shemitah?

Rashi, in Parshas Vayishlach, contrasts
Yaakov’s manner of relating to his possessions
to that of Eisav. Yaakov states "yeish 1i kol" -
"I have all that I need", while Eisav proclaims
"yeish li rav" - "I have much more than I need".4
Generally, we attribute a person’s greed to his
insatiable appetite. Concerning Eisav , this ex-
planation does not suffice for he admits that he
has more than he would ever need. What could
be the motivating factor that drives him to con-
tinue amassing more wealth?

Eisav is not driven by an intrinsic desire to
satisfy his needs. His desire is fueled by his
need to ensure that no one else will posses this
wealth. Although he is aware that he has no per-
sonal need for this wealth, he attempts to obtain
it only in order to prevent another from hav-
ing it. This is the characteristic that the Midrash
defines as a "rah ayin", the inability to "fargin"
another person his good fortune. Not only does
Eisav not appreciate the good fortune of others,
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but he does whatever he can to prevent others
from having this good fortune.

The inability to observe the laws of shemi-
tah is a result of possessing a "rah ayin". Even
with Hashem’s guarantee to supply us with all
our needs, we could not tolerate opening our
fields so that others could benefit from them.

Although the portion that they would have
consumed would not have diminished what
we needed for our own well-being, the mere
thought of others possessing that which could
be ours prevented us from observing the shemi-
tah for the entire duration of the first Temple.

Good Shabbos

** To ensure accurate publication of all announcements and sponsorships,**
**information must be submitted to mailings@agudahsouth.com **
**prior the publication deadline of 10:00 am on Friday morning.**

Mazel tov to Baruch & Shaindy Klein in honour of the Bar Mitzvah of their son Shmuli.
Mazel Tov to Boruch Klein & Amir Rosenthal on finishing Masechtas Bava Kama.
The siyum will take place after davening.

This week’s kiddush is sponsored by:
Baruch & Shaindy Klein in honour of the Bar Mitzvah of their son Shmuli.

’ The kids’ program will take place this week beginning at 9:30 am. ‘

The guest speaker for Seudas Shlishis TBA.
Seudas Shlishis is sponsored by the shul.

’ The Sunday Morning Shiur in Derech Hashem will take place after Shacharis. ‘

Weekday Schedule

Shacharis
Sunday: 8:00 am
Mon. & Thurs.: 7:00 am & 7:55 am
Tues.: 6:50 am & 7:50 am
Wed.,Fri.: 7:00 am & 8:00 am

Daf Yomi with Rabbi Kaufman: 8:00 am (Shabbos), 7:15 am (Sun), 7:40 am (Mon-Fri)
Amud Yomi with Rabbi Rafi Greenspan: 7:20 am (Mon-Fri)

Mincha
8:25 pm
Maariv
8:50 pm

To sponsor Kiddush/Seudas Shlishis contact Baruch Klein (kiddush@agudahsouth.com.)
All those wish to submit names to the cholim list can email igabbai@agudahsouth.com| or contact one the gabbaim.
Have a Simcha to announce? Email announcements to mailings@agudahsouth.com.
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