PARSHAS P INCHAS , 2015

Agudas Yisroel Anshei Kielce

Zmanim
Candle Lighting: 8:45 pm
Mincha/Kabbalas Shabbos: 7:10 pm & 8:45 pm
Shacharis: 8:45 am
Sof Zman Kriyas Shema: 9:34 am
Pirkei Avos Shiur: 7:40 pm
Mincha/Seudas Shlishis: 8:30 pm
Maariv/Motzei Shabbos: 9:50 pm
Maariv/Motzei Shabbos Rabbeinu Tam: 10:12 pm
Parshas Pinchas

Adapted from Rabbi Yochanan Zweig [www.torah.org]

Same Act Different Motives
"The name of the slain Israelite man who was slain
with the Midianitess was Zimri son of Salu, leader of a father’s house of the Simeonites"(25:14) The Torah records
that after Shechem the son of Chamor violated Dina the
daughter of Yaakov, Shimon and Levi massacred the entire city of Shechem. On his death bed, Yaakov delivers a
scathing condemnation to them for their misplaced anger.
Furthermore, Yaakov makes a prophetic reference to two
future conspiracies that would occur as a result of Shimon and Levi’s actions. Yaakov prays for his name not
to be associated with these insurrections, and indeed we
find in this week’s parsha, when relating Zimri’s genealogy, the verse refers to him as Zimri ben Salu from the
tribe of Shimon, omitting any mention of Yaakov. Similarly, in reference to Korach, the genealogy ends with
Levi, omitting the name of Yaakov. Why would the same
action taken by both Shimon and Levi result in two very
different conspiracies, Zimri’s act of publicly cohabiting
with an idol worshipper and Korach’s rebellion against
Moshe’s leadership?
The Midrash teaches that although Shimon and Levi
acted in unison, "lo natlu eitza zeh mizeh" - "they did not
seek council from one another". The Midrash is implying
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that while their actions might have been the same, it is
possible that their motivations were different. The Torah
records two different reasons why the brothers were outraged at the crime perpetrated against their sister. One
reason is "Nevalah asah v’yisroel lishkav es bas Yaakov" "An outrage had been committed in Israel by lying with
the daughter of Yaakov", emphasizing the defilement of
the sanctity of a Bas Yisroel, daughter of Israel caused by
consorting with an idol worshipper. The second reason
given is "Hakezonah ya’aseh es achoseinu" - "Should our
sister be treated as a harlot", highlighting their personal
outrage at the rape of their sister.
From the insurrections which occurred involving Shimon and Levi’s offspring, the motivating factor for each
of their actions can be deduced. Korach’s argument was
that "Kulam kedoshim" - "They are all holy." "Maduah tisnasu al kahal Hashem" - "Why do you exalt yourselves
over the nation of Hashem?" Korach felt that all of Bnei
Yisroel have an exalted status, and no individual had the
right to elevate himself or his family over the rest of the
nation. Clearly, Korach, who was from the tribe of Levi
sensed the unique status of Bnei Yisroel, and it was this
sensitivity which motivated Levi to act against Shechem.
Zimri, the Midrash teaches, was the son of Shimon
and Dina; Shimon married Dina after the incident in
Shechem. Zimri’s consorting with an idol worshipper
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shows his insensitivity to the defilement that such an act.
brings upon Bnei Yisroel. If this act is connected to his
father’s actions in Shechem, it can be deduced that Shimon’s primary outrage was on a personal level, not at the
defilement of the sanctity of Israel. A further proof of this
is the fact that the Torah refers to Zimri, Shimon’s son as
Shaul ben Hakena’anis, the son of the Canaanite woman.
Chazal explain that although his parents were Shimon
and Dina, Dina is referred to as the Canaanite since she

was defiled by the Canaanite, Shechem. The fact that the
Torah records what appears to be a derogatory title for
Shimon’s son must indicate that the Torah is censuring
Shimon for having married a woman who was defiled by
a Canaanite. Clearly, Shimon’s sense of saving his sister
from shame was greater than his sensitivity to the defilement created by a Bas Yisroel consorting with an idol
worshipper.
Good Shabbos

** To ensure accurate publication of all announcements and sponsorships,**
**information must be submitted to mailings@agudahsouth.com **
**prior the publication deadline of 10:00 am on Friday morning.**
The kids’ program will take place this week beginning at 9:30 am.
The guest speaker for Seudas Shlishis is Mr. Abe Rzepkowitz.
Seudas Shlishis is sponsored by Abe & Vera Rzepkowitz in honour of the yahrzeit of Abe’s
grandfather, Tzodok ben Moshe Shmuel OB"M.
The Sunday Morning Shiur in Derech Hashem will take place after Shacharis.
We are updating the cholim list for Chodesh Tammuz.
If you would like to submit a name to the cholim list please email
gabbai@agudahsouth.com.
Weekday Schedule
Mincha
Shacharis
8:45 pm
Sunday: 8:00 am
Maariv
Mon. & Thurs.: 7:00 am & 7:55 am
9:05 pm
Tues., Wed. & Fri.: 7:00 am & 8:00 am
Daf Yomi with Rabbi Kaufman: 8:00 am (Shabbos), 7:15 am (Sun), 7:40 am (Mon-Fri)
Amud Yomi with Rabbi Rafi Greenspan: 7:20 am (Mon-Fri)
To sponsor Kiddush/Seudas Shlishis contact Baruch Klein (kiddush@agudahsouth.com.)
All those wish to submit names to the cholim list can email gabbai@agudahsouth.com or contact one the gabbaim.
Have a Simcha to announce? Email announcements to mailings@agudahsouth.com.

Join our Kehillah today!
To find out more about memberships,
associate memberships, & other
sponsorship opportunities please
email mailings@agudahsouth.com.
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Agudah South
General Meeting
There will General Meeting on
Thursday 23rd July at 9pm.
For more information please email
mailings@agudahsouth.com
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