
PARSHAS ACHAREI MOS/SHABBOS MEVARCHIM CHODESH IYAR, 2016

Agudas Yisroel Anshei Kielce

Zmanim
Candle Lighting: 8:08 pm

Mincha/Kabbalas Shabbos: 6:40 pm & 8:10 pm
Shacharis: 8:45 am

Pirkei Avos Shiur: 7:10 pm
Mincha/SEUDAS SHLISHIS: 8:00 pm

Maariv/Motzei Shabbos: 9:12 pm
Motzei Shabbos Rabbeinu Tam: 9:39 pm
Sunday Shacharis: 8:00 am & 9:00 am

Parshas Acharei Mos
Adapted from Rabbi Yitzhok Adlerstein [www.torah.org]

He shall don a sacred tunic... he shall immerse himself
in water and then don them.

Changing into bigdei kehunah of pure white does not
take place in a vacuum. Mostly, it takes place in water -
the water of the mikveh and the kiyor. The same holds
true for changing from the bigdei lavan to bigdei zahav.

In our pasuk, we meet up with the first of these tran-
sitions. Before entering the kodesh kodashim, the ko-
hen gadol removes the golden garments of the every-
day avodah, and dons those of white. Before doing so,
he immerses himself in a mikveh. The two are concep-
tually related. The white begadim stand for simplicity
and purity, of a humble soul stripped of any pretense
and haughtiness. In order to personalize their message,
the kohen distanced himself from the entire universe of
tumah-capability, by entering the mikveh, whose waters
symbolize the raw, shapeless beginnings of time in the
early stages of Creation, before the faults and foibles of
Man could leave their imprint. This immersion helps the
kohen understand how imperfect he is, and how distant
he stands from the most elementary demands of the mik-
dosh.

The pattern will repeat itself. Each change from gold
to white, and from white to gold will require another im-
mersion. Counting a rabbinically instituted tevilah upon
first entering the azarah, there will be a total of five im-
mersions. This, however, is only part of the kohen’s liq-
uid avodah. Halacha dictates that the kohen perform a

kiddush yadayim v’raglayim wash his hands and feet us-
ing the kiyor before he removes one set of garments, and
repeat the process after immersing in a mikveh immer-
sion and dressing in the other set. Each tevilah, then is
framed by a kiddush before and after. In the course of
Yom Kippur, this means that the five immersions will be
accompanied by ten kiddush-performances.

What does this all mean? We require two more ideas
to allow us to construct an answer. The first concerns the
dueling garments - the tension between gold and white in
the course of the day. Earlier we asserted that the white
garments indicated to the kohen that he should enter the
Holy of Holies humbled by feelings of his personal in-
significance. The gold garments told an opposing story.
In acting as the representative of the Nation in the daily
avodah, the kohen acted as a symbol of perfection, of
the attainment of the precious values and attributes that
Hashem expects of His children. Gold, as king of met-
als, symbolizes the highest attainment of these values and
their radiant perfection.

The second idea is the realization that if kiddush is
mandated before and after removing a set of garments,
then this removal is itself an avodah. Preceding and fol-
lowing it with a kiddush emphasizes its function as a
bona fide avodah (and not just a preparatory step to-
wards the next conventional avodah). Tevilah is impor-
tant enough in its own right that it requires a mini-tevilah
before and after, as preparation and response.

Putting these two ideas together, we could say that
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taking off a set of garments is as important as putting
them on. It, too, is an avodah.

We readily understand that once a person has inter-
nalized the lesson of the white, i.e. that he is far less im-
portant than he might want to be, he is ready to consider
serious growth. Stripped of delusions of his accomplish-
ment, he can pursue genuine accomplishment.

We can also understand that something similar holds
true of the other road that leads in the opposite direction.
A person who has mastered the lesson of the gold gar-
ments, i.e. has been left breathless after beholding what
heights a human being can attain, is ready to take some
of that inspiration and apply it to his state of "whiteness"
and ordinariness.

By turning every removal of a set of begadim into an
avodah, the Torah seems to stress that the two opposing
messages of those garments are entirely interdependent.
While each theme is important, it can also be incomplete
or even harmful. Looking towards the majesty of what a
human being can become can be helpful and inspiring,
but it can remain an academic exercise. Any inspiration
will wither and die, unless it can be meaningfully applied
to a person who is dissatisfied enough with his present
impoverished reality to do something about it. On the
other hand, dwelling on one’s insufficiency can keep a
person humble, but it can also paralyze with depression,

unless he has a reasonable plan of working towards the
ideal.

Thus, taking off the golden begadim is itself an avo-
dah. A person has to work at not dwelling academically
on the role of the model person. He has to be prepared
to take something of that model and apply it to himself.
This is the avodah of removing the bidgei zahav.

Removing the white begadim is also an avodah. A per-
son who has done such a thorough job of internalizing
mussar lessons about his own insufficiency has only be-
gun the journey. Even if he has crushed and ground up
his formerly inflated sense of ego and self-worth, he is
far from where the Torah wants him to be. Now he must
take upon himself the avodah of replacing his former self-
image with a model of growth and perfection. This is the
avodah of removing the bigdei lavan.

One immersion strikes us as fundamentally different
from all the others. When all is done, the kohen removes
his holy garments for the last time of the day, trading
them for his ordinary street clothes. This immersion may
be the most important of them all. Everything that the
kohen has experienced and learned is valuable only to
the extent that it can be carried back home with him,
distilled into a form that can be applied to life outside
the mikdosh, to the challenges of daily living.

Good Shabbos

Mazal Tov to Avi & Hadassah Bernstein, Yizchak & Susie Bernstein, and Mordechai Bernstein on the birth of a
daughter, grand-daughter, and great-grand-daughter.

Mazal tov to Michael & Mindy Harris on the birth of a grand-daughter, Tamar, born to Avi & Dalia Kaplan.

This week’s kiddush is sponsored by Sholom & Cooky Horowitz in honour of the Bas Mitvah of three
grandchildren and first year birthdays of two great grandchildren and one grandchild.

The kids’ program will take place downstairs beginning at 9:30 am.

The guest speaker for Seudas Shlishis is Rabbi Yisrael Lander.
Seudas Shlishis is sponsored by the shul.

The cholim list is being updated for Chodesh Iyar. If you would like to submit a name to the cholim list
please email gabbai@agudahsouth.com or contact one of the gabbaim.

Weekday ScheduleShacharis
Sunday: 8:00 am & 9:00 am

Monday & Thursday: 7:00 am & 7:55 am
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday: 7:00 am & 8:00 am

Mincha
8:20 pm
Maariv
8:45 pm

Daf Yomi with Rabbi Kaufman: 8:00 am (Shabbos), 7:15 am (Sun), 7:40 am (Mon-Fri)
Amud Yomi with Rabbi Rafi Greenspan: 7:20 am (Mon-Fri)

To sponsor Kiddush/Seudas Shlishis contact Baruch Klein (kiddush@agudahsouth.com.)
Have a Simcha to announce? Email announcements to mailings@agudahsouth.com.

To subscribe or unsubscribe to the email bulletin please email mailings@agudahsouth.com.

Pirkei Avos Shiur
The Rav’s Pirkei Avos Shiur will take place every

Shabbos 50 minutes before Mincha.
This week’s shiur is at 7:10 pm.

New Minchas Chinuch Chaburah
The Rav is starting a new Minchas Chinuch Chaburah on

Sundays following Maariv.
For more information contact

Chaim Rivlin or Akiva Jakubovic.
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