
PARSHAS NASO, 2016

Agudas Yisroel Anshei Kielce

Zmanim
Candle Lighting: 8:45 pm

Mincha/Kabbalas Shabbos: 7:10 pm & 8:45 pm
Shacharis: 8:45 am

Sof Zman Kriyas Shema: 9:27 am
Pirkei Avos Shiur: 7:45 pm

Mincha/SEUDAS SHLISHIS: 8:35 pm
Maariv/Motzei Shabbos: 9:52 pm

Motzei Shabbos Rabbeinu Tam: 10:14 pm
Sunday Shacharis: 8:00 am

Parshas Naso
Adapted from Rabbi Yitzchok Adlerstein[www.torah.org]

The Beis Ha-Mikdosh in a Sound Bite [1]

Speak to Aharon and his sons, saying: So shall you bless
the Children of Israel, saying to them: "May Hashem bless you
and safeguard you. May Hashem illuminate His countenance for
you, and be gracious to you. May Hashem lift His countenance
to you and establish peace for you." Let them place My Name
upon the Children of Israel, and I shall bless them.

The last two of the three sentences of the Priestly Blessing
might be considered multiple layers of icing on the cake. Most
people would be ecstatic to receive the benefit of the first sen-
tence alone. Looking at these pesukim more carefully, we learn
that the three form a sophisticated sequence that sums up the
goals and objectives of the Sanctuary. In a manner of speaking,
the Priestly Blessing takes the Mikdosh and all it represents and
turns it into a text message from G-d to Man.

The first line of Birkas Kohanim speaks of blessing and
guarding. Hashem promises here to grant us something that will
make us happy. They cannot have the desired effect, however,
unless they are preserved for us, and guarded from mishaps.
This beracha must refer to a gamut of bodily and material ad-
vantages, but freed and guarded from any material or spiritual
defect.

Could anything be better? Certainly. Many who have had
the benefit of those blessings still find themselves troubled and
unsettled. The human spirit demands more than contentment.
The second sentence speaks of Hashem shining His face on us,
and being gracious. This shining means illumination, knowl-
edge. Having all the blessing of the first sentence leaves a per-
son unsatisfied, unless he understands both its purpose and

how he can participate in achieving it. The text speaks not of
Hashem, but of His face – where, as it were, G-d "looks to" in
expectation that His goals be accomplished. His covenant with
us requires that we become His instruments to get the job done
by correctly exercising our free will. This illumination, then, is
the understanding of how the pieces fit together. We will com-
prehend what Hashem wants of Man, how the rich assortment
of gifts can be used properly when our only concern is His mas-
ter plan, and what contribution we make as individuals. Armed
with such knowledge, we not only accomplish our purpose as
Jews, but communicate this vision to the rest of humanity.

Can there be more? Yes. The third pasuk has G-d turning
towards us again. He has already turned to us, however, in the
previous pasuk. Previously we saw him looking toward us so
that we might receive something from Him: abundant material
blessing, and the insight and vision to know what to do with
it. This time we want the closeness to Him for the experience
of closeness itself. The benefits of the previous two verses now
develop a new nuance. Besides their importance in their own
right, they are appreciated as precursors to this final step. Living
a life in which you seem to give up everything for your personal
use in favor of His objectives gains you the most precious thing
of all: Hashem Himself. He now turns towards us with the most
intense closeness imaginable. When we are privileged to enjoy
such closeness, those around us sense that our existence com-
plements their own existence, rather than threatens it or clashes
with it. We then live in the harmony with all others that we call
peace. With that, the three verses of blessing conclude.

The next verse describes the consequences of achieving the
full potency of the three parts of the Priestly Blessing. To grasp
G-d in human terms, some turn to images, which of course are
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forbidden to Jews. The closest we get to making G-d cognizable
is using (with His approval!) different Names, each of which
emphasizes a different facet of His Being that can be put into
words. Here, the Torah tell us that Hashem’s conferring bless-
ing, illumination, direction, and closeness, placing them upon
His people, will itself be a Name. It will make His Being more
evident and manifest to people.

Chazal describe curious differences between the recitation
of the Priestly Blessing in the beis ha-mikdosh and all other
places. In the Temple, they are merged into one sentence, rather
than three. The response of the people changes from the famil-
iar "amen" to "baruch Shem kevod malchuso le-olam va’ed." Fi-
nally, the kohanim hold their hands above their heads, rather
than at shoulder level.

All of these can be understood if we grasp the core message.
What happens in the beis ha-mikdosh is universal, not partic-
ular. When birkas kohanim takes place within its precincts, it
makes a statement that applies far beyond them, projecting to
all of mankind. It is nothing less than a statement of what the
mikdosh, the place on earth that can host and contain a Di-
vine Presence stands for, what it tells Man, and what it hopes
to accomplish. It is all one message, not three. Individual peo-
ple standing outslde the Temple must individualize its blessings.
They internalize its values one step at a time. Each person must
make the three parts his own. He declares his gleeful personal
acceptance of those values by answering "amen," – the standard
manner in which an individual declares his full belief in a state-

ment made by another. Because the Blessing within the Temple
is an ideal, the kohanim lift their hands heavenward, pointing
to the place from which it issues. Outside the Temple, the pur-
pose of the Blessing is for every individual to draw from it in
his own way. There, the kohanim hold their arms out directly in
front of them, emphasizing that G-d is not remote and inacces-
sible, but available wherever we are, waiting just above where
we find ourselves.

Just what is this universal message? Nothing less than a
word-picture of the floor plan of the Temple, in all of its rich
symbolism. The first pasuk, with its promise of material suc-
cess, corresponds to the Shulchan, which held the loaves of
bread that signified that all sustenance comes from Hashem.
The second pasuk, which speaks of illumination, corresponds to
the light of the Menorah.

The Shulchan and Menorah stand in front of, and displaced
to the sides of, the Aron. Together, the Shulchan and Menorah
serve the Ark, sitting behind a partition in the Holy of Holies,
just as the first two psukim lead up to the third. The Aron was
the exact spot where the Divine and the human met, where the
Voice of G-d was heard. It housed the luchos, the tablets that
contained the revealed Word of G-d, His perfect instructions to
Man.

The three parts of the Priestly Blessing are a Temple in
words, conveying both its message and its potent blessing,
wherever we may be.
1. Based on the Hirsch Chumash, Bamidbar 6:23-27

Good Shabbos

Mazal Tov to Leo & Frances Grunwald on the birth of a
grandson, Ezra Yehudah, born to Eli & Ahuva Edell.

This week’s kiddush is sponsored by Shimon & Judy Sturm l’zecher nishmas Rav Moshe
(Max) Neuburger, father of Judy Sturm and husband of Mrs. Ruth Neuburger.

The kids’ program will take place downstairs beginning at 9:30 am.

The guest speaker for Seudas Shlishis is R’ Shloime Schwartz.
Seudas Shlishis is sponsored by the shul.

The cholim list is being updated for Chodesh Sivan. If you would like to submit a name to
the cholim list please email gabbai@agudahsouth.com or contact one of the gabbaim.

Weekday ScheduleShacharis
Sunday: 8:00 am

Monday & Thursday: 7:00 am & 7:55 am
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday: 7:00 am & 8:00 am

Mincha
8:50 pm
Maariv
9:10 pm

Daf Yomi with Rabbi Kaufman: 8:00 am (Shabbos), 7:15 am (Sun), 7:40 am (Mon-Fri)
Amud Yomi with Rabbi Rafi Greenspan: 7:20 am (Mon-Fri)

To sponsor Kiddush/Seudas Shlishis contact Baruch Klein (kiddush@agudahsouth.com.)
All those wish to submit names to the cholim list can email gabbai@agudahsouth.com or contact one the gabbaim.

Have a Simcha to announce? Email announcements to mailings@agudahsouth.com.
To subscribe or unsubscribe to the email bulletin please email mailings@agudahsouth.com.

Pirkei Avos Shiur
The Rav’s Pirkei Avos Shiur will take place every

Shabbos 50 minutes before Mincha.
This week’s shiur is at 7:45 pm.

New Pirchei Program
Every Shabbos 1 hour before Mincha

Led by R’ Ahron Friedman
Snacks, Prizes, and More...

For more information email mailings@agudahsouth.com
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