
PARSHAS TOLDOS, 2016

Agudas Yisroel Anshei Kielce

Zmanim
Candle Lighting: 4:24 pm

Mincha/Kabbalas Shabbos: 4:25 pm
Shacharis: 8:45 am

Mincha/SEUDAS SHLISHIS: 4:15 pm
Maariv/Motzei Shabbos: 5:26 pm

Motzei Shabbos Rabbeinu Tam: 5:53 pm
Sunday Shacharis: 8:00 am

Reminder: We begin to say V’sain bracha Sunday Night at Maariv

Parshas Toldos
Adapted from Rabbi Yitzchok Adlerstein [www.torah.org]

Gan Eden For Sinners[1]
He [Yitzchok] drew close and kissed him. He smelled the

fragrance of his garments and blessed him.

Two midrashim propose opposing understandings of
the fragrance that Yitzchok inhaled.

One midrash, cited by Rashi, observes that Yaakov
was clad in a goatskin, whose scent is particularly noi-
some. The pleasant scent simply could not have come
from Yaakov’s upper garment. The midrash proposes that
a different scent completely masked and overpowered
that of the goatskin. When Yaakov entered, a scent of
Gan Eden entered with him. It was this scent that Yitz-
chok responded to.

The gemara [2] takes a different approach. It notes
the similarity of the words begadav/garments and boge-
dav/renegades. Yitzchok sensed through Divine inspira-
tion the sweet savor of the mitzvos of even the renegades
of Israel, the sinners who nonetheless are saturated with
good deeds.

These approaches seem to be entirely unrelated. That
is not necessarily true, however.

Pirkei d’Rav Eliezer [3] fleshes out the conversation
surrounding Yitzchok’s berachah to Yaakov. The scene

begins with Yitzchok telling Esav that this evening, the
night of Pesach, everyone would be reciting Hallel. Heav-
enly reservoirs of berachah would open up. It would be
the perfect time to give him a berachah. He should pre-
pare delicacies for him, so that he could give Esav that
blessing.

Rivka then has a similar conversation with Yaakov,
adding that on this special night his descendants would
be freed from servitude. Yaakov procures two kids and
prepares them. One of the two was for the Pesach offer-
ing; the other was for his meal, so that the Pesach would
be eaten as it is supposed to be, in a state of satiety.

Yaakov complied with Yitzchok’s request, and pre-
pared a kid in the manner that his descendents would
prepare one when released from Egyptian bondage.

Another midrash [4] describes the scene when that
moment of deliverance in Egypt finally arrived. Many
Jews balked at Moshe’s instruction to circumcise them-
selves. Moshe went ahead and prepared his korban Pe-
sach. Hashem instructed the winds from the four corners
of the earth to blow through Gan Eden, carrying its scent
and embedding it in Moshe’s Pesach. The aroma was
overpowering. The Jews gathered around Moshe, asking
to be included in his korban. He, of course, reminded
them that they would not be able to partake of it without
first submitting to bris milah. This time they complied.
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The blood of circumcision comingled with the blood of
the Pesach. Hashem took each person who participated,
kissed him and blessed him.

We can assume that when Yaakov prepared the goat
for his father as a korban Pesach, his intention was holy
and pure, and succeeded as well to bring with it the scent
of Gan Eden, as described in the first midrash we men-
tioned above.

Now the reason that G-d ordered the winds at the
time of the Exodus to carry the scent of Gan Eden was
to persuade those who initially refused His directive to
perform bris milah. Yaakov understood, this, and thus be-
held the great love that Hashem has for Jewish sinners!
He comprehended how much good, how many mitzvos

would come from those sinners – all the more so from
the righteous of Israel.

Yaakov comprehended as well how Hashem would re-
act – lifting each sinner, kissing them and blessing them.
Yaakov therefore acted in the same manner. Sensing nthe
scent of Gan Eden, he embraced the son in front of him,
and gave him a berachah!

The two midrashim are but two sides of a coin. It is
only together that we understand what Yitzchok felt as
he was overcome with the urge to bless his son.

1. Based on Be’er Yosef, Bereishis 27:27
2. Sanhedrin 37A
3. Pirkei dâĂŹRav Eliezer 32
4. Shemos Rabbah 19:5

Good Shabbos

Mazel Tov to Heshi & Bayla Kuhnreich on the birth of a grandson
born to Mordechai & Noami Kuhnreich.

Mazel Tov to the grandmothers, Mrs. Goldie Richler & Mrs. Chana Kuhnreich.

This week’s kiddush is sponsored by:
Michael & Mindy Harris in honour of a yahrzeit.

The kids’ program will take place downstairs beginning at 9:30 am.

Seudas Shlishis is sponsored by Dr. & Mrs. Aberback in honour of a yahrzeit.
The guest speaker for seudas shlishis is Dr. Aberback.

The cholim list is being updated for Chodesh Kislev. If you would like to submit a name to
the cholim list please email gabbai@agudahsouth.com or contact one of the gabbaim.

Weekday ScheduleShacharis
Sunday: 8:00 am

Monday & Thursday: 7:00 am & 7:55 am
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday: 7:00 am & 8:00 am

Mincha
4:30 pm
Maariv
4:50 pm

To sponsor Kiddush/Seudas Shlishis contact Baruch Klein (kiddush@agudahsouth.com.)
All those wish to submit names to the cholim list can email gabbai@agudahsouth.com or contact one the gabbaim.

Have a Simcha to announce? Email announcements to mailings@agudahsouth.com.
To subscribe or unsubscribe to the email bulletin please email mailings@agudahsouth.com.

Rav’s Chumash Ramban Shiur?
The Rav’s Chumash Ramban Shiur will take place

weekly on Thursday evenings at 8:45 pm
@ 15 Reddick Court.

Subscribe To Our Email List
To Subscribe to our email list please email

mailings@agudahsouth.com

Mishnayos Chaburah
The Rav will be hoting a weekly Shabbos afternoon

Mishnayos Chaburah for the boys of the Shul 20 minutes
before mincha.

This week’s Chaburah will take place at 3:55 pm.
Refreshments will be served.

If you have a child who is interested in attending, please
emailÂăinfo@agudahsouth.com.

Friday Night Learning Program (FNL)
Learning Seder: 8:00 pm

Rabbi Kaufman’s Parsha Shiur: 8:30 pm
This week’s FNL is sponsored by Bentzi & Mimi Chinn in

honour of their 8th wedding anniversary.
Kugel & Cholent will be served.
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