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Agudas Yisroel Anshei Kielce 

 

ZMANIM FOR PARSHAS BALAK 
Candle Lighting: 8:43 pm 

Mincha/Kabbalas Shabbos: 7:10 pm & 8:45 pm 

Shacharis: 8:45 am 

Sof Zman Kriyas Shema: 9:33 am 

Pirkei Avos Shiur: 7:40 

Mincha (Seudas Shlishis): 8:30 pm 

Maariv/Motzei Shabbos: 9:51 pm 

Motzei Shabbos Rabbeinu Tam: 10:13 pm 

Sunday Shacharis: 8:00 am 

 

To sign for the bulletin, submit announcements, add names to the cholim list or yahrzeit 

calendar go to www.agudahsouth.com/mailing-lists/ or speak to one of the gabbaim. 

 

Turning A Blind Eye 

Parshas Balak 
By: Rabbi Yitzchok Adlerstein   
 

 He perceived no iniquity in Yaakov, and saw no 

perversity in Israel. Hashem his G-d is with him, and the 

friendship of the King is in him. 

Be’er Mayim Chaim: The pasuk would be more 

reassuring if there actually had been no iniquity in 

Yaakov! But there was. And we are warned against 

believing that HKBH casually disregards sin. What, then, 

did Bilaam mean? Teshuvah is the usual antidote to sin, 

not Hashem’s refusal to perceive it. The pasuk does not 

seem to be dealing with teshuvah in any shape or form. So 

what was it that Hashem was not looking at? 

Here is what may be going on: 

We observe at times that Hashem is overly generous with 

a person, even though he does not really deserve such 

treatment. His relationship with HKBH is not sufficiently 

close to merit such beneficence. Yet, he receives it 

because Hashem looks to the future. There, he sees a 

person who has grown to a point that he does deserve the 

perks. He treats him at one moment of time according to 

what he will accomplish in the future. 

We enjoyed a history of this as a people. Leaving Egypt, 

it was difficult if not impossible to make the case for the 

miraculous and loving treatment of the Bnei Yisrael. G-d 

looked at them not for what they were at that moment, but 

what they would be as they stood around Har Sinai, 

eagerly waiting to receive the Torah. 

At times, Hashem’s hanhagah towards a person looks 

beyond anything he will do in his lifetime, but is 

predicated upon the birth of some righteous soul 

generations in the future. This too was shown to us in 

early history. Lot and his daughters were saved because 

of the Dovid Ha-Melech who would descend from them 

hundreds of years later. 

Interestingly, this phenomenon only works in one 

direction. A person’s future misdeeds – or evil 

descendants – do not factor in the way he is treated at the 

moment. Again, this was demonstrated in antiquity. As a 

young, half-dead Yishmael cried out for help, the angels 

urged Hashem not to save him, pointing to the horrors that 

his descendants would inflict upon the Jews of the future. 

He rejected their arguments. “What is he at this hour? 

Righteous or guilty?” Hashem did not consider 

Yishmael’s future evil, nor that of his progeny. 

This element of HKBH’s Providence explains Avraham’s 

choice of words in trying to negotiate a reprieve for 

Sedom. “Perhaps there will be found righteous people 

within the city,” he said. He did not say perhaps there are 
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righteous people, but perhaps they can be found. He 

meant that even if such people did not exist at the time, 

perhaps Hashem’s scrutiny could find and recognize some 

righteousness that might ensue from them in the distant 

future. 

Balak did not understand any of this. Neither did his 

contemporaries. They rejected the idea that G-d had 

anything to do with the Exodus. Why would G-d intervene 

on behalf of a people who facially seemed no different, no 

more righteous than the Egyptians? It might have 

occurred to them that a merciful G-d would take into 

account future accomplishments, but they reasoned that 

He would similarly take into account future misdeeds! 

Balak and company therefore discounted Divine 

intervention on behalf of the Bnei Yisrael. “Behold, a 

nation has come out of Egypt”[2] – as if they simply 

found a way out on there own. They left – through natural 

means, or through black magic – but they certainly were 

not taken out by a Divine Hand. Therefore, they reasoned, 

the Bnei Yisrael should be vulnerable to attack. 

Bilaam, their hired gun disagreed. “He perceived no 

iniquity in Yaakov, and saw no perversity in Israel.” 

There was iniquity to be seen, both at present and in the 

future – but Hashem did not pay any attention to it. 

“Hashem his G-d is with him.” This meant that He most 

definitely peers intently into the future in regard to merit. 

He sees when someone or one of his descendants will 

relate to Him properly as his G-d. Hashem treats this 

future accomplishment as if it were already “with him” 

even thought it hasn’t happened yet in real time, and 

favors him accordingly. 

Hashem, it turns out, sees exactly what He wants to see. 

 

1. Based on Be’er Mayim Chaim, Bamidbar 23:21 

2. Bamidbar 22:5

 

 

Mazel Tov to Rivky  & Yechezkel Nuestadt in honor of the Bar Mitzvah  of their son. 

Mazel Tov to the grandparents, and to the extended Neustadt and Halpert families. 

This week’s Kiddush is sponsored by: 

Rivky  & Yechezkel Nuestadt in honor of the Bar Mitzvah  of their son.  

The kids’ program will take place downstairs beginning at 9:30 am. 

Seudas Shlishis is sponsored by Mrs. Engel for the Sheloshim of Avraham Ben Gedalya z”l: 

The guest speaker for seudas shlishis is Rabbi Binyomin Zev Kaufman, R”M Beyishavas Englewood. 

The cholim list is being updated for Chodesh Tamuz. If you would like to submit a name 

to the cholim list please email gabbai@agudahsouth.com or contact one of the gabbaim. 

 

Upcoming Weekday Schedule for Parshas Pinchas 

 

Shacharis 

Sunday: 8:00 am 

Monday & Thursday: 7:00 & 7:55  

 

Tuesday –  

see Shiva Asar B’Tamuz information 

 

 Wednesday & Friday: 7:00 & 8:00  

 

Mincha 

8:45 pm 

Maariv 

9:05 pm 

 

Tuesday 

Shiva Asar B’ Tamuz 

Fast Begins: 4:35 

Shacharis: 6:50 & 7:50 

Mincha: 8:40 

Shekiya: 8:59 

Maariv: 9:28 

Fast Ends: 9:44 

 

 

 

To sponsor Kiddush/Seudas Shlishis contact Baruch Klein (kiddush@agudahsouth.com.) 

All those wish to submit names to the cholim list can email gabbai@agudahsouth.com or contact one the gabbaim. 

Have a Simcha to announce? Email announcements to mailings@agudahsouth.com. 

To subscribe or unsubscribe to the email bulletin please email mailings@agudahsouth.com. 

https://torah.org/torah-portion/beeros-5775-balak/#_ftn2

